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ACTIVITY REPORT

Name of the Event: Two-Day Students’ Webinar

Topic: The Many Lives of Texts: Perspectives on Literature and Films

Date: 15.07.2021 to 16.07.2021

Time: 5 pm to 7 pm

Webinar Platform: Zoom

Organized By: The Department of English, Surendranath College, Kolkata (in collaboration with
the IQAC)

Number of Participants: 90-95 approx.

Number of Paper Presenters: 14 (Day One- 7, Day Two- 7)

Summary:

Cinema has been in existence since the late nineteenth century. Comparatively, however, its
existence, acceptance and acknowledgment beyond being a medium, vehicle or receptacle for
conveying certain visuals, actions and messages to the audience hasn't been a practice adopted by
and large; and certainly not for long. It was not before the mid-twentieth century that theories on
cinema as an entity for study came into prominence, beginning to be taken seriously. The
prospect of studying a 'film' as a 'text' is something that came to be realized much later, and the
emergence of film studies as a discipline is almost a recent development. Since the moment of
emergence, cinema is in very close connection with literature. There is no consensus about the
status of film adaptation, its allegiance or the influence of film to the text reception. Cinema is
often considered to play a secondary role in comparison with literature, but there is a strong
tendency towards the impact of cinema on setting new trends in literature. Film and literature are
two different media with a similar goal to create sublimity in human imagination and
understanding. Cinema becomes a way of transformation, of reorganization of the perception of a
person, of his way, by the method of familiarizing the individual with a large cultural layer of the
country. Through screenings, the cinema not only indirectly acquaints a person with the texts of
literary classics, but also participates in the development of the literary text itself, preventing its
“necrosis”. Literature is becoming more and more “pictorial”, palpable for the reader. At the



same time, it should be said that neither the theory of cinema nor literary criticism has developed
a scientific analysis apparatus that contributed to the competent and objective analysis and
comparison of two texts, literary and cinematographic. Thus, there is a task in developing
methodological grounds for comparing the screen version of literary works and their primary
sources, as well as determining the degree of mutual influence of literature and cinema. It is
noteworthy that the connections between writers and film directors can be quite unexpected and
paradoxical: some of them are based on direct thematic overlaps, the similarity of motives, the
experience of a common theme; others are comparable in terms of the specifics of the creative
method and in the nature of the vision.

The event began with an inaugural address delivered by the Principal, Dr. Indranil Kar, followed
by the words of encouragement by Dr. Suchandra Chatterjee, the IQAC Coordinator of the
college. The Head of the Department, Jahira Hossain, introduced the theme of the webinar. After
the introductory session, the Keynote Address titled, “Adaptation and its Allegiance to the Text”
was delivered by Sudipta Saha, Full-Time Lecturer, Department of English.

The webinar was divided into two paper presentation sessions - one was on Day One and the
other on Day Two. The students of semesters 2, 4 and 6 presented their self-researched papers.
The Day One panel was chaired by Dr. Shayeari Dutta, Assistant Professor of the Department
and it had seven paper presenters. The Day Two panel was chaired by Madhulina Bauri,
Assistant Professor of the Department and it had seven paper presenters. The students focused on
the contemporary cultural situation and the connection between art forms amplifies and borders
are washed away. It leads to formation of a difficult relationship between corporations and
authors, literature and cinema, the director and writer, that is reflected in the created texts and
influences the reader or viewer. Film adaptations are often critiques of the written work as well
as contemporary society. They provide not only a sub-text to the written text, with implications
of intertextuality, but also serve as a pretext to look at the current context.

The two-day event was brought to a conclusion by the Vote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Rima
Chakraborty, Assistant Professor, Department of English.

YouTube Link: Not Live-Streamed on YouTube.

Sample Certificate: No certificates issued to participants.

Event Flyer: Link of the Webinar Flyer -
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fgddzb--wB1ZCGMTC4Z80WNSMYfx2P-C/view?usp=sharin
g

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fgddzb--wB1ZCGMTC4Z80WNSMYfx2P-C/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fgddzb--wB1ZCGMTC4Z80WNSMYfx2P-C/view?usp=sharing


Students’ Participation List-
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dQZ3OrWjHU2DS0K_EVeUbnyzA4FHVU4e/view?usp=sharin
g

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dQZ3OrWjHU2DS0K_EVeUbnyzA4FHVU4e/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dQZ3OrWjHU2DS0K_EVeUbnyzA4FHVU4e/view?usp=sharing
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