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Activity Report

Name of the Event: ‘One-Day Extended Lecture Series’

Topic 1- Cultural and Social Aspects in Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s Rajmohan's Wife.

Invited Speaker 1: Dr. Madhumita Majumdar, Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Bhangar Mahavidyalaya, West Bengal, India.

Topic 2: The Power and Dangers of Ambition in William Shakespeare’s Macbeth.

Invited Speaker 2: Dr. Shyamasree Basu, Assistant Professor, Department of English,
Vidyasagar Metropolitan Women’s College, West Bengal, India

Date: 14.03.2019
Time: 12 pm
Venue : Chemistry Gallery, Surendranath College.

Organized By: The Department of English, Surendranath College (in collaboration with the
IQACQ).

Number of participants: 60-65 (approx.)

Summary of Lecture 1:

The event began with an inaugural address delivered by the Principal, Dr. Indranil Kar, followed
by the words of inspiration delivered by the IQAC Coordinator, Dr. Suchandra Chatterjee. The
Head of the Department, Madhulina Bauri, introduced the speaker Dr. Madhumita Majumdar.

Rajmohan's Wife stands at other intersections too: between “original” composition and
translation, between realism and romance, between linguistic choices in periodical publication,
and between modernity and tradition. Though it may strike us today as a novel without a
posterity, it serves as witness to these relations at a critical moment of genre formation and of the



construction of the colonial subject, and it offers lessons to later novelists, including Bankim
himself. Sadly, the neglect of this work by his critics and biographers is a mark of the discomfort
that overcomes literary historians when classifying the relatively minor English-language
productions of major Indian writers such as Bankim Chatterjee, Michael Madhusudan Dutt, and
Rabindranath Tagore.

The extent to which writing in the modern Indian languages was being transformed by contact
with the West was a source of deep cultural anxieties as well as new modes of literary
self-representation in the nineteenth century. New vernacular literatures attempted to acclimatize
Enlightenment ideas within native literary idioms, while Western genres had to accommodate the
desires, aspirations, and experiences of the native bourgeoisie. Bankim's own writings, decisively
shaped by progressive Western thinkers such as Jeremy Bentham, John Stuart Mill, and Auguste
Comte, reflect the critical tensions that developed after the Revolt of 1857 between Western
liberal thought, repressive government, religious and social reform, and traditionalist reaction
and introspection.

The session was interactive and highly informative and raised a lot of queries from the students.

Summary of Lecture 2:
The Head of the Department, Madhulina Bauri, introduced the speaker Dr. Shyamasree Basu.

The ambition of Macbeth starts to get out of control and makes him repeatedly kill, just to cover
up his previous murders. His first victims are the people that he framed for the murder of King
Duncan. He killed them as a “punishment.” Later, his fear of Macduff makes him murder
Macduff and his family. That unnecessary murder of Macduft’s wife and his children clearly
showed that Macbeth lost control over his ambition. The consequences of the ambition in this
play are dire. Many innocent people are killed, and Macbeth dies known as a tyrant, which is a
significant downfall because he started as a noble hero. Also, neither Macbeth nor his wife get
the opportunity to enjoy the things that they gained. Thus, forming a summary and telling the
readers that it is more fulfilling to achieve your goals in a fair way than achieve them through
corruption.

The purpose of the lecture was to show us the issues of choice and predetermination as a box of
mirrors to bewilder each generation. The session was very interactive and the students were
benefited by the talk, which is evident from their positive feedback which we received.



The event was brought to a conclusion by the Vote of Thanks delivered by Jahira Hossain,
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Surendranath College.

Link to the Flyers of the Event:

https://drive.eoogle.com/file/d/1;03YLp77AP8CpbNYtsQiT23iMDZZ{--f/view?usp=sharin

List of the Participants:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pe050Y60ydWmlL peeTzMSIv_GxQfpizY2ENwYu5jLg
mM/edit?usp=sharing

Link to the Pictures of the Seminar:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jx9JWactzK90Qi1 VwR6Td6mUoqgGW2a2Rk?usp=sharin
g



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jo3YLp77AP8CpbNYtsQiT23iMDZZf--f/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pe05OY60ydWmLpeeTzMSlv_GxQfpizY2ENwYu5jLgmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pe05OY60ydWmLpeeTzMSlv_GxQfpizY2ENwYu5jLgmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jx9JWqctzK9Qi_VwR6Td6mUoqGW2a2Rk?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Jx9JWqctzK9Qi_VwR6Td6mUoqGW2a2Rk?usp=sharing
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