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survivors and relatives to the accident, background of similar
accidents, the technical inspection of the plane before it took off ang
the loopholes in the inspection procedures, comparative statistica]
study of accidents with other airliners, loss of articles and behaviour
of the community, etc. are interesting themes of a feature.
Similarly/ in the case of hijacking of a plane, the news story deals
with the hard facts. A feature writer can project the experiences and
| feelings of the passengers, their relatives, and that of the pilot.
| While news coverage of elections is concerned with the size of
electorate, the candidates, the constituencies, the performance of the
| candidates, etc., the feature writer, on the other hand, portrays the
| mpod of the voters and a vivid picture of the election scene.

If there is a hike in the petrol prices, the news item gives the extent
of increase, the need for it and the possible consequences. A feature
writer, on the other hand, tries to find out the reaction of the car-
users, taxi drivers, transporters, so as to find out how they have been
affected in their day-to-day life) The car-users switching over to
scooters, scooterists taking to cg/cles, the reaction of petrol dealers,
etc. can be probed by a feature writer.| Even social effects due to
increase in the cost of transportation can be an interesting subject for
a feature writer.

At the time of air or railway strike, while news items give details in
regard to people on strike, the number of services in operation, etc.,
the feature writer would get the reactions of porters, taxi drivers and
others whose livelihood has been affected. Similarly, people
travelling on urgent calling—marriage, death, illness, business, etc.
can be interviewed to find out their reactions to the strike. This type
of probe would result in excellent features.

Features not only differ from news items in regard to their scope
but also in several other respects such as timeliness, length, style, etc.)

News story deals with recent and current events.)lt is like a dairy
product, a perishable commodity.(The speed is of great importance.
It has to meet certain deadlines. This is not so necessary in the case of
features. A feature need not bé only on a recent subject. The event
might have taken place some time ago but it can still be a subject ofa
feature, if it is of interest to the readersg For instance, feature on
hijacking of a plane in Lahore in 1970 bécame readable when IAC

lane was hijacked in Pakistan in 1976.

Brevity is the soul of news writing. News story has not much scope

for subsidiary or background material. Every word counts in news
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Roth artioley ani RAiures are RONnews form of writing, Hhey
ttive o the quality ol good prose, An artiele often aogquites the
charaeter of @ leture and a eate soinetimes  takgy (e
charaotoristios of an avtiele, 10t not sasy 1o diaw @ e ) ik
enoroaches o other’s forritony, i

Q\u artiole Iy generally weitton on brond subjecty, covering mate
e one aspeet. T teaturey, the subjeot-mattor b apeattic, mine anl
parrow) Only one or (o aspects ate dealt with at o tie. TEdeals with
a single mood(The approach to the subjeet i the acticte (& geneval,
while 1t is speetfie tn the teature,

(An atticlo is an elaborate pioco of omposition, a praduet ol nind,
based on study aod researel, TS ore ooy and more serious 1\
tone ) is gonerally well-docimented. There ai Paets, Ligures it ot
of smllsllca.Q‘lw feature, on the othey nand, i i praduet of head
based on emotions, feelings and vonetions of the writer te the people
places and evonts, and written i a mueh lightev vern) lin featiey, thots
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and higures are not 3o essential,

C In terms of length, anarticle can be lengthier thana feature, Again,
b:*xnic\ miormation and  educative material, an element  of
entertamnment s generally there ina feature. Iis notnecessary for ap
article to provide entertainment or lll‘-llllulillll-_."

(While photagraphs, ete. are very essential in features, itis notsg i
the case of arucles.

The stvle of writing an article is generally formal, more learned,
hedvy and sober. 1t can even survive dullness. The style in features i
more anformal, more colourful. Dullness is fatal to a featyre,
Features can dramatize, humanize an event or idea and provide joy
apd delight so as to make greater appeal to the readers,

CInarticles, an element of personal opinion is always tlicre, s they
are generally wnitten by c.\pcrlg The expert gives his views and
conclusions after making a comprehensive study of the suhjcctp"
features, personal opinion is generally projected through others, * he
features may be written by the some person on a variety of subjects

While anarucle has a conventional beginning, middle and end, the
eature can begin and end even abruplly.n)

The feature is a sort of lyric in prose: "a momentary mood garnered
n words”. An article, on the other hand, deals with several moods;
from grave to the gay and from sublime to the ridiculous®, If the
article is like *‘many-roomed mansion with several storeys’, the feature
Is "2 neat little, beautiful one-room cottage’.

(’An example here makes the difference between the article and the
feature clear. If one has to write an article on ‘Beggar problem in
India’, the writer will survey the entire situation, give relevant
statistics and throw light on what has been done on the subject by the
government and voluntary organizations. It will deal with many
aspects of the problem. But if a feature is to be written on the same
subject, the writer will portray the actual life of the beggar and his
family. He will present a ~vivid picture of the conditions. The
documentation, in the feature, if any, would be subservient to the
human aspec:;'g -

A single news item, event or situation can provide varied approach
and result in different types of stories. Take, for instance, if there is an
announcement that US President 1s to visit India. (

There will be straight news story giving dates of visit,
programmes, ctc. There will be editorials weighing the relstive value
of the visit, editors giving their opinion about the visit. A column
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writer will give his individuat opiaton about the visit, Anoxpert enn
write an article covering Tndo-Amerienn relationn i all i anpecty
political, economie, socinl nnd cultwral, piving lots of faets and
figures,

The feature writer would not be Intevestod inthe aspects mentloned
above, He would like to dow personnlity featire an Mr, Bush ay to
how he has become the President of the USA, He can wille n
background feature invegard o Tormer US Prexldent s vish to Ind i
or Indinn PM™s visitcto USA, The feature writer enn wrlte features on
the projects which the US President would be vistting in Indin, Heean
also interview experts on Indo-Amerienn elatlons, so nn 1o (ind ont
their views nhout the suceess or (nilure of the visioqn he fenture writer
can write n feature on press nnd brondeasting ceams iecompanying the
President, Fentores enn also be written on Mrs, Bush's wocl
engngements, shopping, ete, in ::::.b
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extiemely ditnenlt te classity featires into different types
conaenats mang the writers ahout the classification of fe
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anid at times different types wre indistinguishable Inoany case, the
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collection of material.

One wiry to clussily fentures is on the basis of technique of writing,
A feature bnnn ' interview feature’, il the major portion of the features s
in the torm of iterview, Aninterview feature may bea personality or

atures or

nprrntive leatnre.

( Peatures can be clansilied nccording to purpose —expository,
Sxpliining things or timely topies; descriptive, giving verbal picture
ol persons, things and places of interest; and narrative which narrates

events with plot, setting, nnd characters. )

News nnd Background

The mont common type ol leatures are ‘news features’ which are also
colled news follow-ups, or news in depth, or news behind news. These
features e connected to current events, and one gets (deas of these
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features from the news,pnpcrsﬁ\ few instances are: Prime Minister’s
forthcoming visit to the USSR may give an idea of features on pen
pictures of people the PM would meet in the USSR)Thc idea of a
feature on detailed cultivation practices and impressions of farmers
may come from a news item that a farmer has won a prize for
producing the best crop; an advertisement about making a new car
may prompt a feature writer to write a feature pointing out the defects
in the existing models of cars; personality feature may be on a
politician who has been shot at; an official hand-out giving family
planning facilities may be the starting point for a feature writer who
may interview eligible couples in regard to the facilitics that actually
exist in the hospitals; a news item that some blind people see for the
first time after years of blindness may lend itself into an excellent
feature, if a few such people are interviewed and their experiences
projected; an advertisement ‘best way to prevent lung cancer is to stop
smoking’ can be probed through a feature by interviewing smokers,
doctors and cancer patients.
zl‘:eatures which are not directly connected with news but deal with
subjects of continuing interest such. assmoke pd}[ution.road safety,
slums, etc. are known as background features. [These features may
also be on anniversaries of battle, or birth or déath of a person, or on
hijacking of a plane, or on earthquakes, etd. which can be linked with
the current events = _
Features writtén on rciigious festivals, or on memory of God or
Goddess fall in the category of mythological background features.
Statistics may be turned into interesting features. Such features
would add to public understanding. Statistics in regard to State-wise

collection of Flag Day Fund, crime, etc. may be used for writing
features.

Il

Personality

(Another important type of features are biographical or personality
features. Personality features are based on well-known persons and
their achievements. In such features, the emphasis is on what has
made the man great rather than cataloguing his achie\'emenlgl
(ePersonality features may be written not only on news-worthy
personalities or on great men who capture the imagination of people,
but also on little-known persons, such as a beggar who has become a
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expenence of a space traveller, or a pilot whose plane has been
hyacked, or a survivor in a plane or train crash fall in this category.
The expenence should be wnusual, 1t should entertain or provide
addiionalinformation to the readers. Where a number of persons are
wterviewed and a feature is prepared on their experience, such as the
harrowing experience undergone by the hijacked passengers is
known as group experience features. Confession features are more
pensonal. In such features, the person narrates his ntimate
experience= success, omission and failure. Yhe confession ol a priest
who recited death ceremony mantras at the marnage ceremony,
because he remembered only those mantras would yield an excellent
confessional feature,

LEnquir}' or investigative features go into the depth of the matter,
and assess the accuracy or otherwise of the allegations. Such features
can be on subjects, such as shortage of drugs, housing problem, road
death traps, manholes and plight ‘of jhuggi dwellers where probe is
necessary to elicit lruth.)

-
" Places/ Hobbies/ Pets/Scientific Subjects

.l«’ In features on places, the feature writer gives concrete details of the

" place with an observant eye. Features on places which have
undergone remarkable transformation, or places of tourist interest or
of_ scenic beauty may be fit subjects for feature tremment,.)
(_Features may also be written on animals and pets, such as the
arrival of a rare animal in the zoo, the death of an old favourite,
feeding of a cranky, operation of a sick one, tribulation of Keepers,
pets of unusual breeds, training of pets, and fighting pets living
together)

Technical and scientific features explain in layman's language
advances in science and medicines, technology, or electronicsSSuch
subjects are projected through features in simple language, €0 that
even a layman can understand the significance of these changes.

Features on hobbies, particularly unusual hobbies, others’ hobbies
aid how one has got interested in a particular hobby is yet another
field for a feature writer) The hobbies of well-known retired people in
different walks of life may be the interesting subjects of features.

Photo Features

Photo features are pictorial features. In such features, a series of

udlilicu vvil
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¢ t . [
phstogiphs arranged aceording 10 # particolar patiern tell the

sy, I i elfective manner, There 1s very little write-up in such
it es, )

Anstibtional/Narrative

Viewtwres on organizations and institntions, such as an artificial limb
centie, hiind sehool, hird sanctuary; or informative features, where
e write) tells the readers something of interest and significance
wieh i fantest neroplane, newest ship and biggest rocket are yet
inother vrlety of fentures, /

[ Inwtinationa) fentures, the good or bad work of the institution
ihonld be projected through the beneficinries themselves, It will make
it dmpaet i the hend of the Institution alone tells of the progress or
feilitien, or the fenture writer only conveys his own impressions,

Nirintive fentures present facts vividly, These may be travel
dkporlences or eye witness nccounts from the battle frontﬁ'hc
emphatls in these features is on action and adventure, The writer
shinren with the readers what he has seen, felt, or witncﬂsch
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