
EDITINGTECHNIQUES

ImportYourFiles

Onceyouhavetheinterfacesetup,it’stimetoimportyourcontent.Forthisproject,I’m

preparingashortvideoforafewshortsocialmediaclips.Again,ifyou’dliketofollow

alongwiththetutorialyoucandownloadthesesameexercisefileshere.Toimportthe

clipI’llgotoFile>Import,andthenselectmyfile.Onceimported,theclipwillshowupin

myProjectpanel.Thisisjustareferencefile,andifImovetheoriginalfilearoundatany

timePremierewilllosetheconnectiontothefileandI’llneedtomanuallyrelinkitthe

nexttimeIopentheproject.

Tokeepthingsorganized,IcancreatebinsinsidetheProjectpanel.Icanalsochange

how Iview theassets,from liststoicons.There’sevenanew item buttonwhichwill

allowmetocreateanumberofassets,includingnewsequences,captions,colormattes,

andahandfulofotherusefulassets.

CreateaSequence

NowthatI’vegotmyinandoutpointssetI’m readytoaddthiscliptomyfinaledit.For

this,I’llneedtocreateasequence.Thefastestwaytodothisistosimplydraganddrop

yourclipoverthetimelineareaatthebottom.You’llevenseethatitsays“Dropmedia

heretocreateasequence.”Creatingasequencethiswaywillautomaticallymatchthe

sequencesettingstoyourclip.Ifyou’drathercreateasequencefrom scratch,gotoFile

>New>Sequence.Nowyoucanseethenewtimelinepopupwiththeclip.

Thetimelineconsistsofvideotracksontopandaudiotracksonthebottom.You’llalso

noticeanothermonitorpopup.ThisistheProgram monitor,anditreflectswhat’son

thetimeline.Ifyouwereapainter,thinkofthetimelineasyourcanvas,whiletheproject

panelhousesallofyourpaint.

NavigatetheTimeline



Learningafewnavigationshortcutswillimproveyoureditingexperienceexponentially.

Thekeyshortcutstolearnareforbasicnavigation.Usespacebartostartandstop

playback.YoucanalsousetheJ,KandLkeystoshuttlearoundthetimeline.Usethe

plusandminuskeystozoom inandout,andusebackslashtoquicklygetabird’seye

view ofyourprojectviatheZoom toSequencecommand.Toquicklyexpandand/or

minimizeaspecifictrack,simplydoubleclickintheemptyspaceoftheheader,justnext

tothetrackcontrols.

EditaSequence

InadditiontoaddingInandOutpointsinthesourcemonitor,youcanalsoperform

Insert,Overwrite,Overlay,andReplaceeditsjustbysimplydraggingyourclipsdirectly

overtheProgram monitor.Becognizantofwhereyourplayheadisonthetimeline,as

that’swheretheeditwillbeperformed.Youcanalsodragclipsdirectlyfrom theProject

panelontothetimeline,whichishow Ioftenliketowork.A numberofkeyboard

shortcutswillallowyoutoperform specificedits,sotocheckthoseoutgotoPremiere

Pro>KeyboardShortcuts.

Totrim clipsintheTimelinepanel,simplygrabtheedgeofaclipanddrag.Inadditionto

theSelectiontool,thereareanumberofbasicandadvancededitingtoolsavailablein

theToolspanel.OneofthemostusedtoolsistheRazor,whichyoucanactivatevia

keyboardshortcutC.Usethistocutandsplitclips.Theremainingedittoolsareabit

moreadvanced,solet’ssavethoseforanothertutorial.

AdjusttheAudio

Withmyroughcutinplace,Inowwanttotakecareofthesound.Toproperlyviewmy

audiolevels,I’llopenuptheWindow >AudioMeters.First,I’llfocusontheinterview

audio,soI’llsolothisparticulartrackonthetimeline.Theaudioofmyinterviewsubject

isquitelow,soIneedtoboostitabit.

Forthis,I’llselecttheinterviewclipsandthengotoClip>AudioOptions>AudioGain.I

wantmylevelstomaxoutrightaround-5db,soI’llinputthisnumberintheNormalize

MaxPeakstosection.Tosmootheverythingout,I’llgrabhighlightallaudioclipswith



audioandgotoSequence>ApplyAudioTransition.NowIneedtogothroughandmake

surethatthetransitionssoundgoodwithnothingoverlapping.

AddTransitions

Inadditiontoaudiotransitions,I’dliketoaddaniceandsubtlevideotransition.Youwill

findaVideoTransitionsfolderbygoingtotheWindow >Effectspanel.Toapplya

transition,simplydraganddrop.Cmd+Dwillautomaticallyapplyadefaulttransitionto

yourselectedclips.Toretime,simplyclickanddragwiththeselectiontool.

CreateGraphics

Forthefinalstep,I’lladdaquicktextelementtomyvideo.Let’ssaythatIwanttojust

addhislastnameinbigletters.First,I’llgrabtheTexttoolandstarttypingdirectlyon

theProgram monitor.You’llnoticethatanew graphiclayerhasbeenaddedtothe

timeline.Toeditmytext,IneedtoopenupWindow>EssentialGraphics.

ExportandUpload

Withmyvideosequencereadytogo,I’llselectFile>Export>Media,whichwillbringup

theExportSettingsdialogbox.Thenumberofexportoptionscanbeoverwhelmingat

first,soithelpstocheckoutthePresets.First,I’llselecttheH.264format,whichisthe

standardforsocialmediaplatforms.SinceI’m exportingforTwitter,I’llselectoneofthe

presetsavailableinthePresetsdrop-downmenu.Now allIneedtodoisselectthe

Outputnameandlocation.
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