
BasicCameraMoves/shot

Byincorporatingavarietyofdifferentcameramovesintoyourshots,youcanadda

deepersenseofvisualinterest.Combinethiswithastrategicapproachtomessaging

andyou'llbeofftotheraces.Aswithdecidinghowtoframeyourshots,takecare

whenselectingthemostappropriatecameramove.Theeffectthateachmovehas

canvarysignificantlyinhowitmakestheviewerfeel.

Herearesomewell-lovedcameramovestoconsider:

Zoom

Probablythemostwell-knowncameramove,zoominggivestheimpressionof

movingcloserorfurtherawayfromthesubject.Itcanbeusedeffectivelytomagnifya

certainfocuspointintheframe,butothermovessuchasadolly,areamorenatural

waytoshowmovement.Whileaquickzoomcanhelpaddasenseofdramaand

energywhenusedcorrectly,avoidover-usingzoomasyourdefaultmove.

Pan

Panningiswhenthecameraismovedhorizontallyfromonesidetoanotherona



centralaxis.Thisisarotatingmovementinwhichthecamera’spositionremainsin

place,butthedirectionthatitfaceschanges.Itcanbeusedtofollowamoving

characterortofitmoreintoaframe,forexample,panningacrossalandscapeto

createasenseofplace.

Tilt

Tiltingissimilartopanninginthatthecameraiskeptinastationaryposition,butunlike

panning(whichlooksfromsidetoside)tiltingfocusesonupwards&downwards

movements.Usingatiltingmotionhelpstofitmoreintoasingleframe.Aslow

upwardstiltcanbeveryeffectiveinmakingasubjectappearbiggerormore

significantwhileadownwardstilthastheoppositeeffect.

Dolly

Adollyshotiswhentheentirecameraismountedonatrackandismovedtowards

orawayfromasubject.Unlikeazoomshot,theworldaroundthesubjectmoveswith



thecamera.Adollygivestheillusionthatthevieweriswalkingtowardsthesubject

andcanbeagreatwayofcreatingasenseofintimacybetweenthem.

Truck

Similartodollying,truckinginvolvesmovingtheentirecameraalongafixedpoint,but

themotiongoesfromsidetoside,ratherthaninandout.It’softenusedtofollow

charactersinaction.Mountingthecameraonafluidmotiontrackwillhelptostamp

outanyjerkingcameramovements.

Pedestal

Apedestal(AKABoom up/downorJibup/down)involvesmovingthecamera

upwardsordownwardsinrelationtoasubject.It’sdifferentfromtiltinginthatthe



entirecameraascendsordescends,ratherthanjusttheangleofthecamera.A

pedestalshotcanbeusedtoframeatallorhighsubject(suchasabuilding)while

keepingtheframingateyelevelviewfortheviewer.

StoryboardingShotTypes

Therearemanywaystoframeasubjectwithinashot,whichcanrangefromshowing

theirentirebodytofixatingonafinerdetail,suchastheireyes.Inchoosingthemost

fittingshot,you’llneedtobearinmindthemessagethatyou’retryingtocommunicate

toyouraudience.

Herearesomeofthemostcommontypesofshotsandhowyoucangoaboutusing

them:

Establishingshot

Oftenincludedatthebeginningofascene,theestablishingshothelpstobuild

ambianceandmaygiveanodtowardsthecontextofwhat’stocome.Itgenerally

comesintheformofalongshotandindicateswhere(andsometimeswhen)the

sceneistakingplace.



Fullshot

Thefullshotisjustasthenameimpliesandshowstheentirebodyofthesubject

fromheadtotoe.Thisshottendstofocusmoreonthecharacter’smovementand

gestures,ratherthantheirstateofmind.

Mediumshot

Alsoknownasthe¾shot,themediumshottypicallyshowsthesubjectfromthe

kneesup.Itallowstheviewertoseethebackgroundenvironmentandthecharacter’s

gestures,whilestillbeingcloseenoughtocapturetheiremotions.



Closeshot

Withacloseshot,thesubject’shead/facetakesupthemajorityoftheframeand

therefore,allowstheirreactionsandemotionstodictatethescene.Thesubject

becomestheprominentfocusandhelpstheaudiencebuildapersonalconnection,

withoutbeingdistractedbybackgroundinterferences.

Extremecloseshot

Anextremecloseshotissoclosethatonlyonespecificdetail,suchasaperson’s

eyesormouth,canbeseen.Becauseoftheunnaturallyclosenatureoftheshot,it

shouldbeusedsparingly,butwhenusedappropriately,anECScanbeincredibly

effectiveataddingdramatoascene.Itallowstheviewertoseedetailsthatmayhave



otherwisegoneunnoticedandcanreallyaccentuatetheemotionsthatthesubjectis

experiencing.

Upshot

Anupshotistakenfrom belowtheeye-levelofthesubjectandcreatesthe

perceptionthattheviewerislookingatthemfromalowerperspective.Thistypeof

shotcangivetheimpressionthatthesubjectisinsomewaypowerful,heroicoreven

dangerous.

Downshot

Adownshot,incontrasttoanupshot,istakenfromabovetheeye-levelofthe

subjectandcanmakethesubjectseemvulnerableorpowerless.



Overtheshouldershot

Thistypeofshotistakenfrombehindtheshoulderofanothercharacterandtypically

framesthesubjectinamediumorcloseshot.Itisparticularlyeffectiveingroup

conversationscenesandhelpsestablishwhichcharactersarespeakingtoeachother.

Twoshot

twoshotpresentstwocharacterstogetherwithinthesameframe.It’sanatural

meansofintroducingbothpeopleandcanbeusedtoshedlightontheirrelationship

withoneanother.Differentvariationsofthetwoshotcanbeappliedtodeliver

differentmessagesaboutthecharacters.Forexample,whencharactersare

positionednexttoeachother,itmaygivetheimpressionthattheyhaveequal

prominencewithinthescene.



Pointofviewshot

Thepointofviewshot,alsoknownasthePOVshot,depictsananglethatshows

whatacharacterislookingat.Thistypeofshotallowstheviewertotakeonthe

perspectiveofthecharacterandbegintounderstandtheirstateofmindonamore

personallevel.
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