
Whatisanoppositeeditorialorposteditorial

Anop-ed,shortforoppositeeditorial,isanopinionatedarticlesubmittedtoa

newspaperforpublication.Theyarewrittenbymembersofthecommunity,not

newspaperemployees.

Thedirectancestorofthemodernop-edpagewascreatedin1921byHerbert

BayardSwopeofTheNewYorkEveningWorld.WhenSwopetookoveraseditorin

1920,herealizedthatthepageoppositetheeditorialswas"acatchallforbook

reviews,societyboilerplate,andobituaries".Hewrote:

Itoccurredtomethatnothingismoreinterestingthanopinionwhenopinionis

interesting,soIdevisedamethodofcleaningoffthepageoppositetheeditorial,

whichbecamethemostimportantinAmerica...andthereonIdecidedtoprint

opinions,ignoringfacts.

Swopeincludedonlyopinionsbyemployeesofhisnewspaper,leavingthe"modern"

op-edpagetobedevelopedin1970underthedirectionofTheNewYorkTimes

editorJohnB.Oakes.Thefirstop-edpageofTheNewYorkTimesappearedon21

September1970.
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