
ProblemsofSecularism inIndia

Secularism inIndia,thus,doesnotmeantheseparationof

religionfrom state.Instead,secularism inIndiameansastate

thatsupportsorparticipatesinaneutralmannerintheaffairsof

allreligiousgroups.Nodoubtwearemovingfrom religiosityto

secularwayoflife.However,evidencesshowthatreligious

beliefshavenotfullydeclinedinoursociety.Communalism,

fundamentalism andSikhism inIndiasuggestthatnonecessary

connectionexistsbetweenmodernizationandsecularization.The

PreambleofIndianConstitutionaimstoconstituteIndiaa

Sovereign,Socialist,DemocraticRepublic.ThetermsSocialist

andSecularwereaddedtoitbythe42ndamendment.Thewhole

constitutionissummarizedinthepreamble.Itisthemirrortothe

spiritoftheconstitution.Thearrangementofthewordsinthe

preambleisalsoverysignificant.Indiansocietyisamulti–

religioussociety,itishavingdifferentcaste,religionalongwith



severalreligiondiversification.So,allthesearethedivisivefactor

insomewayortheotherandifnothandledcarefullythencan

causeathreattotheunityandintegrityofthenation.

Indiaisalandofdiversitywheredifferentreligions,castes

andculturesarethrivingforthousandsofyears.Theideaof

secularism wasalwaysinthespiritofIndia,evenbefore

introducingthe“SECULAR”wordinpreamblewiththe42nd

amendmentoftheConstitutionofIndiain1976.

FeaturesofIndiansecularism are:

Equalrespectandrecognitionforallreligionsbythe

state. 

Nodiscriminationbythestateonthebasisofreligion.

Non-interferenceinthefunctioningofanyreligionbythe

state. 

NoofficialreligioninIndia.



Anindividualhastherighttopractice,propagateand

professanyreligion. 

ProblemsofSecularism inIndia

Problem ofUniform CivilCode:Aproblem

ofuniform civilcodeisessentialinthe

directionofbringingaboutnationalidentity

andtheintegrationofmembersofall

religiouscommunitiesintoonebondof

commoncitizenship.Following

independence,itwashopedthatthisstep

wouldbetakentousherinsecularsociety.

Butunfortunatelytillnownoprogresshas

beenmadeintheevolutionofauniform Civil

Codeandtodayitsadoptionappearstobe

moreproblematicthanitwasatthetime

whentheConstitutionwasframed.Thus,the

Muslim minoritycompelledtheGovernment,

in1986,toenactlegislationconcerning

maintenanceofdivorcedwomenwhichitfelt

wasclosertoitsPersonalLawand,therefore,

religiouslymoreacceptable.Modernsecular

considerations,andtheopinionofthose

Muslimswhotookasecularposition,were

givennocognizancebytheGovernment.

Similarly,otherminoritieslikeChristiansand



Sikhs,too,havegivensomeindicationsthat

wouldrendertheformulationand

enforcementofauniform CivilCode

impossibility.Suchlimitationsindicatethat

thepathleadingtoatrulysecularsocietyin

Indiaisstrewnwithnumeroushurdles.

PoliticsandReligion:Thepoliticalpartiesin

Indiahavetendedtousereligionandcaste

factorsforthepromotionoftheirpolitical

interestsandthusgreatlyunderminedthe

secularvalues.Thegrowingcommunalism

hasalsogreatlyhamperedthegrowthof

genuinesecularism inIndia.Despite

abandonmentofcommunalelectoratesand

abanontheuseofreligionforsoliciting

votes,thevariouspoliticalpartiesand

groupshavefrequentlymadeuseof

communalfactorstogetintopower.Inthis

regardboththeminoritiesaswellasthe

majoritycommunitiesareequallytoblame.

Unlessthisfeelingofcommunalism is

shunned,secularism cannottakefirm roots

intheIndiansoil.Theresponsibilityof

underminingIndia’slimitedsecularism falls

upontheshouldersoftheleadersofthepost

-Nehruera,manyofwhom arenot

intellectuallyliberated,becauseoftheir

traditionalbackground,tounderstandarid

appreciategenuinesecularism.Duetotheir

neo-traditionalorientation,theseleadersare



lackingintruecommitmenttothe

secularisationofIndiansociety,notonlyin

termsofdevelopingnon-religiousoutlook

butalsointermsofdevelopingarational

andscientifictemper.Thisfailureofthe

leadershiphasthwartedtheprogressive

separationofreligionandpoliticsinIndia.

FailureoftheGovernmentinEvolvingaJust

EconomicOrder:Thefailureofthe

governmenttoevolveajusteconomicorder

andeliminatepovertyalsogaveaserious

set¬backtosecularism.Thecommon

massessufferingfrom deprivationand

grindingpovertycouldnotdevelopanyfaith

inthepolitywhichfailedtoprovidethem

basicnecessitiesandconsequentlydidnot

attachmuchimportancetosecularvalues.

CulturalSymbolsandSecularism:Many

publicritualsandceremonialslikebhoomi

pujan,breakingofcoconutsoninauguralor

auspiciousoccasions,performingof‘aarti’

andapplyingto‘tilak’todistinguishedguests

areperceivedbyHindusasculturalor

nationalisticexpressions,buttonon-Hindus

thesearemanifestationsofHinduculture.

Suchritualsareperformedevenonstate

functionsandtherefore,createunnecessary

misgivingsabouttheneutralityoftheState.

Theconfusionbetween“Hindu”and“Indian”



haslargelyariseninthelastfortyyears.The

culturaldimensionofsecularism hasbeen

totallyneglected,andwehave,therefore,

neitherattemptedtodevelopacomposite

Indianculturebasedonatrueamalgam of

allreligioussub-cultures,norhavewe

developedanewculturebasedonsecular

values,withemphasisonsecularsymbols.

Ofcourse,thiswasnotaneasytaskbut

effortstohavebeenlacking.

MinorityGroupPerceptions:Apartfrom

educationandjobs,prejudiceand

discriminationareperceivedasoperatingin

thematterofintergroupviolenceand

conflict.Thereisnowampleevidenceto

showthatattimestheadministrative

machineryoftheStatedoesnotoperate

impartiallyatthetimeofcommunalriots;

thoseresponsibleforensuringlawandorder

actinanon-secularwayandtendto

victimisemembersofminoritygroups.The

minoritiesareinfearofthegiantmajority,

whichhasthebrutestrengthtooverpower

them anddiveststhem oftheirdistinctive

characteristics.Furthermore,loyalties

continuetobeparticularisticratherthan

universalistic.

TheDefectiveEducationalSystem:The

defectiveeducationalsystem whichhas



encouragedthepeopletothinkintermsof

groupsandcommunities,hasalsofailedto

inculcatesecularideasinthemindsofyoung

studentsandpromotefeelingofmutualgive

andtake.

TheDistortionoftheConstitutionaland

DemocraticInstitutions:Thedistortionof

theConstitutionalanddemocratic

institutionshasalsogreatlycontributedto

theweakeningofthesecularism inIndia.

TheConstitutionandthepoliticalinstitutions

havenotworkedthewaytheywere

envisagedbytheframersoftheConstitution.

Forexample,thoughuseofreligionisnot

permittedforsolicitingvotes,yetcertain

religiouspoliticalpartieshavemadefreeuse

offactorslikereligion,casteetc.tosecure

votes.Allthishashamperedthegrowthofa

truesecularpolityinthecountry.
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