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SECULARISM

Secularism inthemulti-cultural,multi-lingualandplural

societyofIndiaasignificantroletoplayinreducingreligious

conflictsandpersecution,upholdingHumanrightsandonthe

wholebuildinga‘strong’and‘unified’nation.Boththeideology

andpracticeofsecularism are,however,beingquestionedtoday

byvariousstreamsofthought.

SometimesitissaidthatIndiansecularism isanimitationof

westernsecularism.ButacarefulreadingofourConstitution

showsthatthisisnotthecase.Indiansecularism is

fundamentallydifferentfrom Westernsecularism.



NEHRUONSECULARISM

“EqualprotectionbytheStatetoallreligions’.Thisishow

Nehrurespondedwhenastudentaskedhim tospelloutwhat

secularism meantinindependentIndia.Hewantedasecularstate

tobeonethat“protectsallreligions,butdoesnotfavouroneat

theexpenseofothersanddoesnotitselfadoptanyreligionasthe

statereligion”.NehruwasthephilosopherofIndiansecularism.

Nehrudidnotpracticeanyreligion,nordidhebelieveinGod.But

forhim secularism didnotmeanhostilitytoreligion.Inthatsense

Nehruwasverydifferentfrom AtaturkinTurkey.Atthesametime

Nehruwasnotinfavourofacompleteseparationbetween

religionandstate.Asecularstatecaninterfereinmattersof

religiontobringaboutsocialreform.Nehruhimselfplayedakey

roleinenactinglawsabolishingcastediscrimination,dowryand

sati,andextendinglegalrightsandsocialfreedom toIndian

women.WhileNehruwaspreparedtobeflexibleonmanycounts,

therewasonethingonwhichhewasalwaysfirm and

uncompromising.Secularism forhim meantacomplete

oppositiontocommunalism ofallkinds.Nehruwasparticularly

severeinhiscriticism ofthecommunalism ofthemajority

community,whichposedathreattonationalunity.Secularism for

him wasnotonlyamatterofprinciples,itwasalsotheonly

guaranteeoftheunityandintegrityofIndia.

THEINDIANMODELOFSECULARISM

Indiansecularism doesnotfocusonlyonchurch-state

separationandtheideaofinter-religiousequalityiscrucialtothe

Indianconception.Therewasalreadyacultureofinter-religious

‘tolerance’inIndia.However,wemustnotforgetthattoleranceis

compatiblewithreligiousdomination.Itmayallowsomespaceto



everyonebutsuchfreedom isusuallylimited.Besides,tolerance

allowsyoutoputupwithpeoplewhom youfinddeeplyrepugnant.

Thisisagreatvirtueifasocietyisrecoveringfrom amajorcivil

warbutnotintimesofpeacewherepeoplearestrugglingfor

equaldignityandrespect.

Indiansecularism dealsnotonlywithreligiousfreedom of

individualsbutalsowithreligiousfreedom ofminority

communities.Withinit,anindividualhastherighttoprofessthe

religionofhisorherchoice.Likewise,religiousminoritiesalso

havearighttoexistandtomaintaintheirowncultureand

educationalinstitutions.

Sinceasecularstatemustbeconcernedequallywithintra-

religiousdomination,Indiansecularism hasmaderoom forandis

compatiblewiththeideaofstate-supportedreligiousreform.

Thus,theIndianconstitutionbansuntouchability.TheIndianstate

hasenactedseverallawsabolishingchildmarriageandliftingthe

taboooninter-castemarriagesanctionedbyHinduism

TheIndianstatemayengagewithreligionnegativelytooppose

religioustyranny.Thisisreflectedinsuchactionsasthebanon

untouchability.Itmayalsochooseapositivemodeof

engagement.Thus,theIndianConstitutiongrantsallreligious

minoritiestherighttoestablishandmaintaintheirown

educationalinstitutionswhichmayreceiveassistancefrom the

state.Allthesecomplexstrategiescanbeadoptedbythestateto

promotethevaluesofpeace,freedom andequality.

SECULAR STATE



Perhapsonewayofpreventingreligiousdiscriminationisto

worktogetherformutualenlightenment.Educationisonewayof

helpingtochangethemindsetofpeople.Individualexamplesof

sharingandmutualhelpcanalsocontributetowardsreducing

prejudiceandsuspicionbetweencommunities.Itisalways

inspiringtoreadstoriesofHindussavingMuslimsorMuslims

savingHindusinthemidstofadeadlycommunalriot.Butitis

unlikelythatmereeducationorthegoodnessofsomepersons

willeliminatereligiousdiscrimination.Inmodernsocieties,states

haveenormouspublicpower.Howtheyfunctionisboundto

makeacrucialdifferencetotheoutcomeofanystruggleto

createasocietylessriddenwithinter-communityconflictand

religiousdiscrimination.Forthisreason,weneedtoseewhatkind

ofstateisneededtopreventreligiousconflictandtopromote

religiousharmony.

Secularism isasystem ofsocialorganizationandeducation

whichbelievesthatreligionhasnoparttoplayinthe

problemsandeventsofeverydaylife.

 Acultureisseenassecularwhenitsacceptanceisbased

onrationalandutilitarianconsiderationsratherthanon

reverenceandveneration.

 Asecularsocietyisonethatengendersinorelicitsfrom its

membersreadinesstochangecustomaryorientation

towardsordefinitionofvaluesregardedasessentialinthat

society.

.Secularism onthepartoftheindividualmeansarational

stateofmindwhichrefusestorecognizethearbitrary



authorityofanyindividualoranybook.

 Inthecontextof'state’or'society',secularism meansan

endeavoronthepartofstateorsocietytomodernizethe

societalvaluesandthusapolicyofnotbeingBroadly

speaking,secularism isamovementofthought,whichaims

toimprovethetemporalwelfareofthepeopleonrational

andethicalgroundsindependentlyofreligious

considerations.Theliberalambianceofthenineteenth

centuryWesternEuropefavoredtheemergenceofthis

movement.Inthecourseoftime,thisconcepthasbeen

assimilatedintomanysystemsofphilosophicalthoughtand

socio-politicalmovementsandassumeddifferentvalue

connotations.

MeaningoftheTerm 'Secular'and‘Secularization’

"Secular"means"notconnectedwithreligiousorspiritual

matter"Inthissenseitisprobablyrighttosaythatmanyofuslive

insecularstates,incountriesinwhichtheoriginandjustification

ofthepoliticalpoweristotallysecularstateinwhichreligionis

presentbut,ascharlsTaylorpointout,religion"occupiesas

differentplaceinsociallife,compatiblewiththesensethatall

socialactiontakeinprofanetime”.Putinanotherway,inour

Secularsocieties,youcanengagefullyinpoliticswithoutever

encounteringGod'

TheEnglishword‘secular’comesfrom theLatin‘saeculum’,

whichmeans‘anage’or‘thespiritofanage’.

TheEncyclopediaBritannicatoo,hasattributedtwomeaningsto

theterms‘secular’,first,asreferringtothatwhichlastsforalong

periodoftimeandsecondlyasthatwhichisnotconcernedwith



religiousorspiritualmatters.

TheOxfordEnglishDictionary,statesthatSecularism isthe

doctrinethatmoralityshouldbebasedsolelyonregardtothewell

-beingofmankindinthepresentlifetotheexclusionofall

considerationsdrawnfrom beliefinGodorinafuturestate.

Therefewmeta-themesorprinciplesofsecularism

UnityinDiversity:itmeansthegovernmentwouldmaintain

distancefrom religion,butnotviolatepeople’sfundamental

rightintheact.Itwouldrecognizepeople’sdiversityinterms

ofreligionandtakethatintoconsideration.

Toleranceandpluralism:anindividualcanfollowany

religionwithoutanyobligationfrom thestate.Secularmeans

pluralism,religioustoleranceandpeacefulcoexistenceof

multiplereligion.Incaseofathreattoanindividualand

collectivereligiouspractice,thegovernmentshouldprotect

them.itshouldnotcomeinbetweensocialandpolitical

interaction.

Respectallreligionanddonotinterfere:respectingother

religionwhilepracticingown’sreligion.Noreligionis

superiororinferiortooneother.Youcanbelongtoany

religion,ideologybutstillifyourespectotherreligionand

takeconsiderationofother’ssentimentsyoucanbesecular.

Equalrepresentation:secularism connotes“equal”

representationofallsocial,religiousgroupsandtheir

interactions.Itdoesn’tmeanbeingindifferentbutbe

sensitivetootherreligionanditsfollowerwithoutgivingit



anyhierarchicalorder.

Takecareofemotionsandsentiments:disrespectingany

religionshouldbeacceptablelegallyandmorally.Mocking

andridiculinganyreligioncreateanenvironmentoftension

andunrestwhichcanbedisastrousformasses.

oImportanceofSecularism

Thisisimportantforacountrytofunction
democratically.Almostallcountriesoftheworldwillhavemore
thanonereligiousgrouplivinginthem.Withinthesereligious
groups,therewillmostlikelybeonegroupthatisinamajority.If
thismajorityreligiousgrouphasaccesstoStatepower,thenit
couldquiteeasilyusethispowerandfinancialresourcesto
discriminateagainstandpersecutepersonsofotherreligions.
Thistyrannyofthemajoritycouldresultinthediscrimination,
coercionandattimeseventhekillingofreligiousminorities.The
majoritycouldquiteeasilypreventminoritiesfrom practicingtheir
religions.Anyform ofdominationbasedonreligionisinviolation
oftherightsthatademocraticsocietyguaranteestoeachand
everycitizenirrespectiveoftheirreligion.Therefore,thetyrannyof
themajorityandtheviolationofFundamentalRightsthatcan
resultisonereasonwhyitisimportanttoseparatetheStateand
religionindemocraticsocieties.

Anotherreasonthatitisimportanttoseparatereligionfrom

theStateindemocraticsocietiesisbecausewealsoneedto

protectthefreedom ofindividualstoexitfrom theirreligion,

embraceanotherreligionorhavethefreedom tointerpret

religiousteachingsdifferently.Secularism isaprinciplethat

involvestwobasicpropositions.Thefirstisthestrictseparation

ofthestatefrom religiousinstitutions.Thesecondisthatpeople

ofdifferentreligionsandbeliefsareequalbeforethelaw.



Secularism ProtectsBothBelieversandnon-Believers:

Secularism seekstoensureandprotectfreedom of

religiousbeliefandpracticeforallcitizens.Secularism is

notaboutcurtailingreligiousfreedoms;itisabout

ensuringthatthefreedomsofthoughtandconscience

applyequallytoallbelieversandnon-believersalike.

ReligiousFreedom:Secularism seekstodefendthe
absolutefreedom ofreligiousandotherbelief,and
protecttherighttomanifestreligiousbeliefinsofarasit
doesnotimpingedisproportionatelyontherightsand
freedomsofothers.Secularism ensuresthattherightof
individualstofreedom ofreligionisalwaysbalancedby
therighttobefreefrom religion.

EqualAccesstoPublicServices:Weallsharehospitals,

schools,thepoliceandtheservicesoflocalauthorities.

Itisessentialthatthesepublicservicesaresecularat

thepointofusesothatno-oneisdisadvantagedor

deniedaccessongroundsofreligiousbelief(ornon-

belief.)Allstate-fundedschoolsshouldbenon-religious

incharacter,withchildrenbeingeducatedtogether

regardlessoftheirparents'religion.Whenapublicbody

grantsacontractfortheprovisionofservicestoan

organizationaffiliatedtoaparticularreligionorbelief,

suchservicesmustbedeliveredinaneutralmanner,

withnoattempttopromotetheideasofthatfaithgroup.

Secularism isnotAtheism:Atheism isalackofbeliefin
gods.Secularism simplyprovidesaframeworkfora
democraticsociety.Atheistshaveanobviousinterestin
supportingsecularism,butsecularism itselfdoesnot
seektochallengethetenetsofanyparticularreligionor
belief,neitherdoesitseektoimposeatheism onanyone.



Secularism issimplyaframeworkforensuringequality
throughoutsociety–inpolitics,education,thelawand
elsewhere,forbelieversandnon-believersalike.

Secularism ProtectsFreeSpeechandExpression:
Religiouspeoplehavetherighttoexpresstheirbeliefs
publiclybutsodothosewhoopposeorquestionthose
beliefs.Religiousbeliefs,ideasandorganizationsmust
notenjoyprivilegedprotectionfrom therighttofreedom
ofexpression.Inademocracy,allideasandbeliefsmust
beopentodiscussion.Individualshaverights,ideasdo
not.Secularism isthebestchancewehavetocreatea
societyinwhichpeopleofallreligionsornonecanlive
togetherfairlyandpeacefully

Secularism isaboutDemocracyandFairness:Ina

seculardemocracyallcitizensareequalbeforethelaw

andparliament.Noreligiousorpoliticalaffiliationgives

advantagesordisadvantagesandreligiousbelieversare

citizenswiththesamerightsandobligationsasanyone

else.Secularism championshumanrightsabove

discriminatoryreligiousdemands.Itupholdsequality

lawsthatprotectwomen,LGBTpeopleandminorities.

Theseequalitylawsensurethatnon-believershavethe

samerightsasthosewhoidentifywithareligiousor

philosophicalbelief.

Anotherreasonthatitisimportanttoseparatereligion

from theStateindemocraticsocietiesisbecausewe

alsoneedtoprotectthefreedom ofindividualstoexit

from theirreligion,embraceanotherreligionorhavethe

freedom tointerpretreligiousteachingsdifferently.



Whatisthedifference

betweensecularism andsecularization?

o Every secular countryhasadifferentversionof secularism,and

noneofthem hasanabsoluteseparationofchurchandstate.

... Secularization isthetransformationofasocietyfrom close

identificationwithreligiousvaluesandinstitutionstoward

nonreligiousvaluesand secular institutions.

Secularism isaDoctrineoffundamentalbeliefthatis

formallyopposedtoTheologicalbeliefsandSecularizationis

theprocessbywhichtheDoctrineisdevelopedwithinitself.

SecularPhilosophyasSecularizationisprimarytheDoctrine

thatrecognisesthatalldialogueisthepursuitof

PhilosophicalConcernsdirectedtowardsansweringthe

fundamentalquestions,whicharecauseandthereasonfor

causeorthepurposeofcausality.

WhetherPhilosophycausedTheologyorTheologycaused

PhilosophyisirrelevantintermsofSecularism,whichisbest

understoodtobeaDoctrinethatassumesitsstartingpoint

withMatterinastateofmotionlessexistenceandthe

dynamicofmovementthensomehowcausedconstant

changestooccurinMaterialSubstanceandtherelevanceof

ittoitself,everythingismaterialandalwayswas.

Whereasadversetothat,Secularizationisbestunderstood

asthetypicalIdealisticinterpretationthatideaisanentity

withoutexistencebutrealizesitselfwithinarealityofSpace

andRudimentaryMeaningasaPossibilitywithout

AssociationwithinthatPossibilitywhichbeganexistenceby

RecognitionandAssociation,soSecularizationisa



developmentalprocessofSecularism perculearto

Philosophyregardingabsolutecausalitybeforematerial

manifestation,
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