
COMMUNALISM

 Communalism,inabroadsensemeansastrongattachment
toone’sowncommunity.InpopulardiscourseinIndia,itis
understoodasunhealthyattachmenttoone’sownreligion.

 It’sanideologythat,inorderstounifythecommunity,
suppressesdistinctionswithinthecommunityand
emphasizestheessentialunityofthecommunityagainst
othercommunities.

 Inthiswayit promotesbeliefinorthodoxtenetsand
principles,intoleranceandhatred ofotherreligionsandthus,
dividesthesociety.



 Positiveaspect ofcommunalism standsforthe affinityofan
individualtowardshisowncommunity involvingeffortsfor
the socialandeconomicupliftment ofhiscommunity.

 However,in negativeconnotation,itisanideologywhich
emphasizesthe separateidentityofareligiousgroup in
relationtoothergroupswithatendencytopromoteitsown
interestsattheexpenseoftheothers.

WhatisCommunalism?

Itisbasicallyanideologywhichconsistsofthreeelements:
-

1)Abeliefthatpeoplewhofollowthesamereligionhave

commonsecularinterestsi.e.theyhavesamepolitical,

economicandsocialinterests.So,heresocio- political

communalitiesarises.

2)Anotionthat,inamulti-religioussocietylikeIndia,these

commonsecularinterestsofonereligionaredissimilarand

divergentfrom theinterestsofthefollowerofanother

religion.

3)Theinterestsofthefollowerofthedifferentreligionorof

different‘communities’areseentobecompletely

incompatible,antagonistandhostile.

Communalism ispoliticaltradeinreligion.Itisanideologyon

whichcommunalpoliticsisbased.Andcommunalviolenceare

conjecturalconsequencesof communalideology.

Communalism inIndia



 Communalism asa politicalphilosophy hasitsrootsinthe
religiousandculturaldiversityofIndia.

 Ithasbeenusedasapoliticalpropagandatooltocreate
divide,differencesandtensionsbetweenthecommunities
onthebasisofreligiousandethnicidentityleadingto
communalhatredandviolence.

 InancientIndiansociety,peopleofdifferentfaithcoexisted
peacefully.

 Buddha wasperhapsthefirstIndianprophetwhogavethe
conceptofsecularism.

 Meanwhile,Kingslike Ashoka followedapolicyofpeaceand
religioustolerance.

 MedievalIndia witnessedthearrivalofIslam inIndiamarked
byoccasionaloccurrencesofviolencesuchasMahmud
Ghazni’sdestructionofHindutemplesandMahmudof
Ghor’sattackonHindus,JainsandBuddhists.

 While,religionwasanimportantpartofpeople’slivesbut
therewasnocommunalideologyorcommunalpolitics.

 Rulerslike AkbarandSherShahSuri followedthereligious
policyoftolerationtowardsdifferentculturesandtradition
practicedacrosscountry.

 However,somesectarianrulerslike Aurangzeb wereamong
theleasttoleranttowardsotherreligiouspractises.

 AsamodernphenomenonithasaroseasaresultofBritish
colonialimpactandtheresponseofIndiansocialstrata.

ReasonsbehindCommunalism

Themajorfactorsthatcontributedtowardstheemergenceand
growthofcommunalism inmodernIndiainvolves:



BritishImperialism andtheir Policyof“DivideandRule”.

Disappointmentanddisaffectionamongyoungandaspiring
middleclassyouth,causedbystagnantagriculture,absence
ofmodernindustrialdevelopmentandinadequate
employmentopportunities,whichisbeingexploitedby
politicalopportunists.

HinduandMuslim revivalistmovements

AcommunalanddistortedviewofIndianhistory,taughtin
schoolandcollegesplayedamajorroleinriseandgrowthof
communalfeelingsamongthemasses.

Separatism andisolationamongMuslims.

Riseofcommunalandfundamentalistparties.

MajorIncidentsofCommunalViolenceinIndia

Communalviolenceisaphenomenonwherepeople
belongingtotwodifferentreligiouscommunitiesmobilise
andattackseachotherwithfeelingsofhatredandenmity.

ThepartitionofIndiawitnessedmassbloodshedand
violencethatcontinuedupto1949.

Nomajorcommunaldisturbancestookplaceuntil1961when
theJabalpurriotsshookthecountryduetoeconomic
competitionbetweenaHinduandaMuslim bidi
manufacturerthananyelectoralcompetition.

In1960s–Aseriesofriotsbrokeoutparticularlyinthe
easternpartofIndia-Rourkela,JamshedpurandRanchi-in
1964,1965and1967,inplaceswhereHindurefugeesfrom
thethenEastPakistanwerebeingsettled.

InSeptember,1969,riotsinAhmedabadshookthe



conscienceofthenation.TheapparentcausewastheJan
SanghpassingaresolutiononIndianisationofMuslimsto
showitsintenseoppositiontoIndiraGandhi'sleftwardthrust.

InApril,1974,violenceoccurredinthechawlortenement,in
theWorlineighborhoodofMumbaiafterthepoliceattempted
todispersearallyoftheDalitPanthersthathadturned
violent,angeredbyclasheswiththeShivSena.

InFebruary,1983,theviolencetookplaceinNellieasfallout
ofthedecisiontoholdthecontroversialstateelectionsin
1983inthemidstoftheAssam Agitation,afterIndira
Gandhi’sdecisiontogive4millionimmigrantsfrom
Bangladeshtherighttovote.Ithasbeendescribedasoneof
theworstpogromssinceWorldWarII.

InOctober,1984,theanti-Sikhriotsbrokeoutafterthe
assassinationofIndiraGandhi,wheremorethan4000Sikhs
werekilledinDelhi,UttarPradeshandotherpartsofIndia.

Meanwhile,theBombay-Bhiwandiriotswereinstigatedbythe
ShivSenawhenitjumpedontheHindutvabandwagonto
revivethepoliticalfortunesoftheShivSenawhichhadlost
itsappeal.

TheShahBanocontroversyin1985andtheBabriMasjid-
Ram Janmabhoomicontroversybecamepowerfultoolsfor
intensifyingcommunalism intheEighties.

ThecommunalviolencetoucheditsapogeeinDecember
1992whentheBabriMasjidwasdemolishedbyrightwing
parties.

Thiswasfollowedbytheworstriotsofpost-independence
India-inMumbai,Surat,Ahmadabad,Kanpur,Delhiandother
places.

In2002,Gujaratwitnessedcommunalriotswhenviolence
wastriggeredbyburningofatraininGodhra.



InMay,2006riotsoccurredinVadodaraduetothemunicipal
council'sdecisiontoremovethedargah(shrine)ofSyed
ChishtiRashiduddin,amedievalSufisaint.

InSeptember,2013,UttarPradeshwitnessedtheworst
violenceinrecenthistorywithclashesbetweentheHinduand
Muslim communitiesinMuzaffarnagardistrict.

Since2015,moblynchingisquiteprevalentinIndiaasnear
90peoplehavebeenkilled.

Itcanbetermedasmanufacturedcommunalviolenceas
throughtheuseofsocialmediaandrumourssocietyis
polarizedalongreligiouslines.

FactorsResponsibleforCommunalViolence

 DivisivePolitics– Communalism isoftendefinedasa
politicaldoctrinethatmakesuseofreligiousandcultural
differencesinachievingpoliticalgains.

 EconomicCauses– Unevendevelopment,classdivisions,
povertyandunemploymentaggravatesinsecurityinthe
commonmenwhichmakethem vulnerabletopolitical
manipulation.

 HistoryofCommunalRiots– Probabilityofrecurrenceof
communalriotsinatownwherecommunalriotshave
alreadytakenplaceonceortwiceisstrongerthaninatown
whensuchriotshaveneveroccurred.

 PoliticsofAppeasement– Promptedbypolitical
considerations,andguidedbytheirvestedinterests,political
partiestakedecisionswhichpromotecommunalviolence.



 IsolationandEconomicBackwardnessofMuslim
Community– Thefailuretoadoptthescientificand
technologicaleducationandthus,insufficientrepresentation
inthepublicservice,industryandtradeetchasledtothe
feelingofrelativedeprivationamongMuslims.

 TheresurgenceofHindu-Muslim economiccompetition,
especiallyamongthelowerandmiddleclassstratahas
fuelledthecommunalideology.

 AdministrativeFailure– Aweaklawandorderisoneofthe
causesofcommunalviolence.

 PsychologicalFactors– Thelackofinter-personaltrustand
mutualunderstandingbetweentwocommunitiesoften
resultinperceptionofthreat,harassment,fearanddangerin
onecommunityagainstthemembersoftheother
community,whichinturnleadstofight,hatredandanger
phobia.

 RoleofMedia– Itisoftenaccusedofsensationalism and
disseminatesrumoursas"news"whichsometimesresulted
intofurthertensionandriotsbetweentworivalreligious
groups.

 Socialmedia hasalsoemergedasapowerfulmedium to
spreadmessagesrelatingtocommunaltensionorriotinany
partofthecountry.

MeasurestoDealwithCommunalism

 Thereisneedtoreform inpresentcriminaljusticesystem,
speedytrialsandadequatecompensationtothevictims,
mayactasdeterrent.

 Increaseinrepresentationofminoritycommunityand
weakersectionsinallwingsoflaw-enforcement,trainingof



forcesinhumanrights,especiallyintheuseoffirearmsin
accordancewithUNcodeofconduct.

 Codifiedguidelinesfortheadministration,specialised
trainingforthepoliceforcetohandlecommunalriotsand
settingupspecialinvestigatingandprosecutingagencies
canhelpindampingmajorcommunaldisgruntlement.

 Emphasisonvalue-orientededucationwithfocusonthe
valuesofpeace,non-violence,compassion,secularism and
humanism aswellasdevelopingscientifictemper
(enshrinedasafundamentalduty)andrationalism ascore
valuesinchildrenbothinschoolsandcolleges/universities,
canprovevitalinpreventingcommunalfeelings.

 Governmentcanadoptmodelsfollowedbycountrieslike
Malaysiathathasdevelopedearly-warningindicatorsto
preventracialclashes.
TheMalaysianEthnicRelationsMonitoringSystem (known
byitsacronym Mesra)thatmakesuseofaqualityoflife
index(includedcriteriasuchashousing,health,incomeand
education)andaperceptionindextogaugepeople’sneeds
andfeelingsaboutracerelationsintheirarea.

 AlsotheHongKongmodelofcombatingcommunalism by
settingupa“RaceRelationUnit”topromoteracialharmony
andfacilitateintegrationofethnicminorities,canbe
emulatedbyIndia.

 RRUhasestablishedahotlineforcomplaintsandinquiries
onracialdiscrimination.Meanwhile,tocreateawareness
aboutcommunalharmony,RRUtalkstoschoolsonculture
ofethnicminoritiesandconceptofracialdiscrimination.

 Governmentcanencourageandsupportcivilsocietyand
NGOstorunprojectsthathelpcreatecommunalawareness,
buildstrongercommunityrelationandcultivatingvaluesof
communalharmonyinnextgeneration.



 Thereisaneedforminoritywelfareschemestobelaunched
andimplementedefficientlybyadministrationtoaddressthe
challengesandvariousformsofdiscriminationfacedby
them injobs,housinganddailylife.

 Apro-activeapproachbyNationalFoundationforCommunal
Harmony(NFCH),thebodyresponsibleforpromoting
communalharmonyisneeded.

 NFCHprovidesassistanceforthephysicaland
psychologicalrehabilitationofthechildvictimsofcommunal,
caste,ethnicorterroristviolence,besidespromoting
communalharmony,fraternityandnationalintegration.

 Alegislationisrequiredtocurbthecommunalviolence.
CommunalViolence(Prevention,ControlandRehabilitation
ofVictims)Bill,2005mustbeenactedsoon.
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