
Originofstructuralism:

Structuralism firstcomestoprominenceasaspecificdiscoursewiththeworkofa

Swisslinguist,FerdinanddeSaussure,whodevelopedabranchoflinguisticscalled

"StructuralLinguistics."

Whichisthebasicunitoflanguage?

AccordingtoSaussure,thebasicunitoflanguageisasign.AsignisComposedof

signifier(asound-image,oritsgraphicequivalent)andasignified(Theconceptor

meaning).So,forexample,awordcomposedofthelettersp-e-a-rFunctionsasa

signifierbyproducinginthemindofEnglish-speakerstheconcept(Signified)ofa

certainkindofrosaceousfruitthatgrowsontrees,viz.apear.

WhoisJacquesDerrida?

Frenchsocialphilosopherandliterarycriticwhomaybelabelledbotha“Structuralist’

anda“Poststructuralist;”wrotecritiquesofhiscontemporaries’works,andofthe

notionsunderlyingstructuralism andpoststructuralist.

FourbasicconceptsofStructuralism

1.Itisholistic.Partsofasystem areonlyunderstoodbythewaytheyinteract
withotherparts.Themeaningofthingssuchasgesturesandsentencesfit
intothecontextofthelanguage.

2.Itprioritizestheconstantovertheinconstant.
3.Structuralism opposes‘Positivism’.Positivistsexplainthingsbywhatthey

observewhileStructuralistsseeanunobservablestructureinobservable
chaoticworld.

4.Structuralistsbelievethatsocialstructuresconstrainpeoplesanctions.



WhatisSign?

AccordingtoSaussure,Thesignisthebasicelementoflanguage.Meaning
hasalwaysbeenexplainedintermsoftherelationshipbetweensignsandtheir
referents.

Signifier/Signified:
Saussuredividesthesignintoitstwoaspects.Firstthere’sthebitthatyou
canseeorhear.VisiblesignshavepriorityforSaussurebecausetheyarethetypesof
signthatmakeupmostofourknownlanguages.Suchsignsarecalled"verbal"signs.
Thisisitssignifier.Thesignifiediswhatthesevisible/audibleaspectsmeantous.
Nowweknowverywellthatsomemarksmeanverydifferentthingstodifferent
peopleatdifferenttimes.
Example-Theword"cat"inmyexamplemeans"gingermonster"
tomebuttomyneighbouritmeanscuddlyoldmuchmalignedsoftywhoisonly
innocentlygoingaboutitsbusiness.Thesignifiedisthusalwayssomethingofan
Interpretationthatisaddedtothesignifier.

Wecanexemplifyitasfollows:
SIGNIFIED:

Concept:

SIGNIFIER:
SoundImage:CAT
Thisbecomesthebasicmodelofthesigninstructuralistapproachto
Signifyingphenomena.Thesignifieristhevehicleformeaningandthesignifiedisits
cargo.

BasicpointsandfunctionsofStructuralism

 LeviStrauss:Structuralism assertsitselfasamethodofscientificknowledge
andevenlaysclaim totherigoroftheexactsciences.

 Structuralism wasbornofLinguistics,andallthefieldsitcovershavetodo
withsigns.AlltheDisciplinesencompassedbystructuralism:Linguistics,
Poetics,ethnology,psychoanalysisand,clearlyinthebackgroundbutstill
related,philosophyaregroupedundersciencesofthesign,orofsign
–system.

 Structuralanalysisdoesnotexplainthemeaningofatext.
 Structuralanalysisdescribesandexplainsatextasasystem ofnarrative

transformations.
 Structuralism insistsonthedifferencebetweensignifierandsignified.
 Structuralism isgoodathighlightingthosestrategiesorstructuresofstory,



whichwetakefor,granted.Evensimplestoriescanhaveextremelycomplex
structures.Thisisparticularlytrueofnarration.

 Itisastudyoftheculturalconstructionoridentificationofmeaning
accordingtotherelationsofsignsthatconstitutethemeaning-spectrum of
theculture.39

Structuralism isageneraltendencyofthought.Structuralism is,however,
notnecessarilyanintrinsicfactofnaturebutratherisawayofthinking;

Structuralism (ClaudeLevi-Strauss)

structuralism isanapproachusedtoanalyzeculture

1.ClaudeLevi-Strauss,thepersonwhomayconsiderthedeveloperof

structuralism,hassomereallyoutspokencritics.

2.Asameansofanalyzingculture,orthesetoflearnedbehaviorsand

ideasthatcharacterizeasociety,structuralism,andofcourse,Levi-

Straussasitsdeveloper,assertsthathumancultureisjustan

expressionoftheunderlyingstructuresofthehumanmind.

Strauss'sstructuralism assertshumansactaswedo,notbecauseof

whereweliveorothersocialfactors,butbecauseoftheactual

structureofthehumanmind.



3.BinaryOpposition

he'darguethatthemindofthesavage-thisisLevi-Strauss'term and

isdefinitelynotgenerallyacceptedtoday-hasthesamestructureof

thosewhoconsiderthemselvescivilized.

Usinganextremelysimpleexample,he'dsayhumansliketoeatmeat

cooked,notbecauseourculturetellsusto,butbecauseourmind's

structuredeterminedthatcookedmeatisthewaytogo!

4.Withhisbeliefinstructuralism,Levi-Straussaddedthatthereare

certainuniversalsthatcanapplytoallhumancultures.Forexample,

whether'savage'orcivilized,mostwillchoosecookedoverrare.

5.Levi-Straussalsoclaimedthatthestructureofthehumanmindleads

allhumanstothinkintermsofbinaryopposition,orsimplystated,

thecontrastsbetweentwooppositethings.

Example-Forinstance,thereishotandcold.However,inorderto

understandwhathotis,thehumanmindmustexperiencecold.

Similarly,thereisdarkandlight.Again,inordertodefinedark,the

humanmindhastounderstanditsopposite,light.



6.MarriageandKinship

Withmuchofhisworkinstructuralism focusingonfamily

relationships,Levi-Straussusedtheconceptofbinaryoppositionto

explainmarriageandmarriagetaboos.

7.IncestTaboo-Forinstance,almostall,ifnotall,culturesfeelthat

marriagebetweenbloodsiblingsisabigno.ToLevi-Strauss,theroot

ofthisbeliefisnotfoundinsomesortofethicalsystem orsome

Puritanicalbeliefinrightorwrong.Instead,it'ssimplyaproductof

thehumanmind'spropensitytoclassifythingsasgoodorbad.

8.Takingitastepfurther,somestructuralists,includingLevi-Strauss,

wouldarguethatthehumanmindrecognizestheneedfordifferent

culturestointermarryinordertocreatecooperationamonggroups

ofpeople.Thiscooperationwillthenleadtohumanlifecontinuing.

Statedsimply,itmightbeeasytokilltheguyfrom theneighboring

tribe.




