




































Alfalfa mosaic virus (AMV), also known 
as Lucerne mosaic virus or Potato calico virus, 
is a worldwide distributed phytopathogen that 
can lead to necrosis and yellow mosaics on a 
large variety of plant species, including 
commercially important crops. It is the 
only Alfamovirus of the Bromoviridae family. In 
1931 Weimer J.L. was the first to report AMV 
in alfalfa (Medicago sativa). Transmission of 
the virus occurs mainly by some aphids (plant 
lice), by seeds or by pollen to the seed.[1] [2]
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Transmission[edit]

vectors are insects of the order Hemiptera, family Aphididae; green peach aphids 
(Myzus persicae) and at least 14 other species are known to play that role. AMV can also 
be transmitted by seed, pollen, through mechanical inoculation of plant sap and by the 
parasitic plant dodder (Cuscuta). The combination of seed-infected plants and spreading 
by aphids results mostly in high levels of infection.
Economic importance[edit]
The host range of the virus is wide and includes food and pasture crops (peas, lentils, 
potatoes, clovers,…). Infection by AMV causes important yield osses, reduces winter 
survival and facilitates infection of the affected plant by other pathogens.[14]
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