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“THE YOUNGEST FEMALE REVOLUTIONARY OF BENGAL”

ARPITA BAIRAGI
Semester: 2

Suniti  Choudhury, the youngest
female revolutionary of India, was born to a
middle-class Bengali family on 22" May 1917, in
Comilla district of West Bengal (presently
Bangladesh). She went to Foyjunessa Balika
Vidyalaya in Comilla. Suniti was influenced by
Ullaskar Dutta who was a revolutionary from
Comilla and Prafullanalini Brahma who was her
senior at Faizunnisa Girls High School. Choudhury’s
beliefs were shaped by Swami Vivekanand’s
famous words- “Life is a sacrifice for the
motherland”.

Revolutionary Activities-

Suniti Choudhury was recruited to the Jugantar
Party by Prafullanalini Brahma. She was also the
member of Tripura Zilla Chhatri Sangha the female
wing of the organization which was affiliated to
Jugantar. Choudhury was made the Major of the
District Volunteer Corps. She led the parade of
girls when Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was in the
town to address the student organization. She was
selected as the Captain of the Women’s Volunteer
Corps in the Annual Conference of Tripura Zilla
Chhatri Sangha, held on 6% May 1931. During this
time, she was known by the alias of ‘Meera Devi’.
She was selected as the “custodian of firearms”
and was in charge of training female members of
the Chhatri Sangha in lathi, sword and dagger play.

Assassination of Charles Stevens-

Charles Geoffrey Buckland Stevens joined as
Dist. Magistrate and Collector of Tripura which was
the district of Comilla, on 6" March 1930. On 14th
December 1931, Suniti, then 14, and Santi Ghosh ,
15, walked into the office of Charles Stevens,
under the pretense that they wanted to present a
petition to arrange a swimming competition
amongst their classmates. While Stevens looked at
the document, Ghose and Choudhury removed
automatic pistols which were hidden under their
shawls and shot and killed him.

Trial and Sentence-

Suniti Choudhury and Santi Ghose were taken into
custody and imprisoned in the local British jail. In
spite of all the difficulties, both girls maintained
their calm and cheerfulness throughout their trial
days in the prison and in the court. They expected
to die a martyr's death. However, in February
1932, Ghose and Choudhury appeared in court in
Calcutta but being minors both of them were
sentenced to jail for 10 years. In an interview they
stated, “It is better to die than live in a horse’s
stable”. Suniti Choudhury was held captive in Hijli
Detention Camp as a “third class prisoner”. She
was released, along with Santi Ghose in 1939, after
having served seven years of her sentence because
of the amnesty negotiations between Gandhiji and
British Indian government.

Public and Media Response-

Contemporary western periodicals characterized
the assassination of Stevens as a sign of “Indian’s
outrage against an ordinance by the Earl of
Willingdon that suppressed the civil rights of
Indians, including that of free speech”. Indian
sources portrayed the assassination as Ghose and
Choudhury’s response to the “misbehaviours of
the British Dist. Magistrates” who had abused
their positions of power to rape Indian women.
After the verdict was announced, a flyer was found
by the intelligence branch of police in the Rajshahi
district praising Ghose and Choudhury as
nationalist heroines.

Later Life-

After seven years, she got an early release. With
undaunted spirit, Suniti resumed her studies and
took the M.B.B.S degree. In 1947 she married
Pradyot Kumar Ghose. With an only daughter, she
died on 12% January 1988. Her heart was always
bleeding at the sufferings of millions of her dear
countrymen, and ill-at-ease for not being able to
do all that she wanted to do for them.

BIBLIOGRAPHY -
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Dishari Bhattacharjee

Semester: 2

Born on May 25, 1886, in the village named
Subaldaha, in the Bardhaman district of Bengal
province, Rash Behari Bose always wanted to join
the army and his mind was always preoccupied
with revolutionary ideas. He was initially educated
at Subaldaha under the supervision of his
grandfather, Kalicharan Bose and later in Dupleix
college at Chandernagore. Since, Chandernagore
was under French rule, Rash Behari was heavily
influenced by both British and French culture. He
was deeply inspired by Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay's revolutionary novel
'Anandamath’ and Navin Sen's 'Palashir Yuddha'.
Alongside, the nationalist speeches of
Surendranath Banerjee and Swami Vivekananda,
his teacher Charu Chand, a man of radical ideas,
inspired him further along revolutionary lines.

In the wake of the partition of Bengal in 1905, the
events that followed drew Rash Behari Bose
headlong into revolutionary activities. He started
gearing up under the guidance of Jatin Banerjee,
an eminent revolutionary leader.

It is popularly believed that Rash Behari was the
mastermind behind the 'Delhi Conspiracy'. On the
crisp morning of 23 December, 1912, as Delhi
was decked up to welcome the then viceroy Lord
Hardinge on the occasion of the capital’s transfer
from Calcutta to Delhi, Basanta Biswas, a 16-year-
old boy, disguised as a woman, threw a crude
bomb at the elephant carrying the Viceroy. Lord
Hardinge escaped with injuries. After the blast,
Bose went back to his government job at the
Forest Rresearch Institute and even organized an
honorary reception for Hardinge a few months
later.

Though Hardinge escaped death, Rash Behari's
efforts continued unabated. He soon got seriously
involved in the activities of the Ghadar movement.

RASH BEHARI BOSE: THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY AND STATESMAN

But his revolutionary stint in the Ghadar
movement was short-lived as his plan got exposed
which eventually forced him to leave for Japan.

The subsequent hostilities between the British and
Japan gave him a safe haven in Japan where the
seeds of the INA were sown and eventually
nurtured. In the year 1942, following a conference
held in Tokyo, the Indian Independence League
was established to fight for India’s freedom from
British rule. He subsequently handed over its reins
to Subhas Chandra Bose. It is often considered that
the efforts of Rash Behari brought Indian National
Army into existence. Even the Japanese
government having recognised his contribution,
honoured him with 'The Second Order of Merit of
the Rising Sun' — the highest title given to a
foreigner.

On 21° January,1945, Rash Behari Bose left for his
heavenly abode. He is still recalled in the streets of
Tokyo for introducing the famous Indian curry
named 'Nakamuraya's Indian curry’.

Credited as one of the finest brains behind great
events, Bose led a prolific life that Indian history
has certainly left out of its narrative. He is the
unsung hero of the Indian Freedom struggle,
whose contribution can be categorised as
'Subterranean'. His contribution in providing the
much needed ' lifeblood' to the national struggle
may not have found a suitable space in the annals
of Indian history, yet his relentless effort towards
realising the dream of Independent India puts him
on a stature parallel to the likes of leaders like
Subhas Chandra Bose, Bhagat Singh and others.

Bubliogroapiwy:

Fernandes Luis and Ghosh Satyavrata,
Rash Behari Bose, Amar Chitra Katha Pvt.
Ltd, 1971

Kawabe Lexi and Eston Elizabeth, Rash
Behari Bose: The Father of The Indian
National Army, Vol-1
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“BENOY-BADAL-DINESH”

PAYAL BAIRAGI

Semester: 2

It was 8™ December 1930. The Writers’
Building in Kolkata, the administrative nerve
center of the city, the capital during British Rule,
was buzzing with activity as usual. British officers,
gentry, Bengali gentlemen and clerks, were doing
their regular business. Three men, Benoy Basu,
Badal Gupta and Dinesh Gupta shattered the
silence, with a deafening roar that would echo
through the ages.

Benoy Krishna Basu was born on 11 September
1908, in the village of Rohit bhog in Munshi Ganj
district, now in Bangladesh. After passing the
matriculation examination in Dhaka, Benoy
enrolled into the Mitford Medical School. Under
the influence of Hem-Chandra Ghosh, a
revolutionary of Dhaka, Benoy joined the ‘Mukti
sangha’, a secret society closely connected with
the Jugantar Party.

Dinesh Gupta was born on 6" December 1911 in
the village of Joshlong in Munshi Ganj district, now
in Bangladesh. While he was studying in Dhaka
college, Dinesh joined Bengal Volunteers — a group
organized by Subhas Chandra Bose in 1928, at the
occasion of Calcutta session of the Indian National
Congress.

Badal Gupta was born Sudhir Gupta in the village
Purba Shimulia in the Bikrampur region of Dhaka,
now in Munshi Ganj district, Bangladesh. Badal
was greatly inspired by Nikunja Sen, a teacher of
Banaripara School of Bikrampur. Badal joined the
Bengal Volunteers (BV) as a member.

The Battle of Writers’ Building in Kolkata

‘Operation Freedom’ launched in 1930 protested
against Col NS Simpson, the inspector General of
Prisons, who was infamous for the brutal
oppression on the prisoners in the jails. The
revolutionaries decided not only to murder him,
but also to strike a terror into the British official
circles by launching an attack on the Secretariat
Building — the Writers’ Building in the Dalhousie
Square in Kolkata. On 8™ December 1930, Dinesh
along with Benoy Basu and Badal Gupta, dressed in
European costume, entered the Writers’ Building
and shot dead Simpson. British police started
firing. Some other officers like Twynam, Prentice
and Nelson suffered injuries during the shooting.
Although the British managed to overpower the
trio, the men refused to surrender. Badal Gupta
immediately ingested Potassium Cyanide, while
Benoy and Dinesh shot themselves point blank
with their firearms. Benoy breathed his last in a
hospital on December 13, 1930.

The Trial and Hanging

However, of the three bravehearts, only Dinesh
survived. Convicted, he was sentenced to death by
hanging for anti-government activities and
murder. He was martyred on 7t" July 1931, at the
Alipore Jail, aged 19.

Significance

Benoy, Badal and Dinesh were treated as martyrs
by supporters in Bengal and other parts of India.
After Independence, Dalhousie square was named
B.B.D. Bagh-after the Benoy-Badal-Dinesh trio.

We pay obeisance to these brave patriotic sons of
India, who are still an inspiration to millions of
proud Indians.

Bibliography
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MATANGINI HAZ AR A

(19™ OCTOBER 1870 - 29™ SEPTEMBER 1940)

Akash Biswas

Semester: 4

Matangini Hazara was
an Indian revolutionary. She participated in
the Indian independence movement. She was so
inspired by Gandhi’s beliefs and ideas that she
became the devoted follower of the leader and
earned herself the name ‘Gandhi Buri’ or ‘old
Gandhi' in Bengali. She was shot dead by
the British Indian police in front of
the Tamluk Police Station (of erstwhile Midnapore
District) on 29 September 1942.

Not much is known about early life of
Matangini Hazara. She was born in the small
village of Hogla, near Tamluk in 1869. She could
not receive a formal education as she was the
daughter of a poor peasant. She was married off
early to a 60 year old man and became a widow at
the age of eighteen, without bearing any offspring.

A notable feature of the freedom struggle
in Midnapore was the participation of women.
Matangini Hazra's participation in the Civil
Disobedience movement led to her several stints
in prison. In 1932, she was arrested for breaking
the Salt Act. Thogh promptly released, she agitated
for the abolition of the tax. Arrested again, she
was incarcerated for six months at Baharampur.
After being released, she became an active
member of the Indian National Congress and took
to spinning her own Khadi. In 1933, she attended
the subdivisional Congress conference at
Serampore and was injured in the ensuing baton
charge by the police

limvorement wn Hhe Quit India
Movement

Her involvement with the freedom struggle
intensified during the Quit India Movement
launched by Gandhi in 1942. As part of the Quit
India Movement, members of the Congress
planned to take over the various police stations of
Medinipore district and other government offices.

This was to be a step in overthrowing the British
government in the district and establishing an
independent Indian state. Hazra, who was then 72
years, led a procession of six thousand supporters,
mostly women volunteers, with the purpose of
taking over the Tamluk police station. When the
procession reached the outskirts of the town, they
were ordered to disband under Section 144 of
the Indian Penal Code by the Crown police. As she
stepped forward, Hazara was shot
once. Apparently, she had stepped forward and
appealed to the police not to open fire at the
crowd.

As she was repeatedly shot, she kept
chanting Vande Mataram, "hail to the
Motherland". She died with the flag of the Indian
National Congress held high and still flying.

CONCLUSION

India earned Independence in 1947 and numerous
schools, colonies, and streets were named after
Matangini Hazra. The first statue of a woman put
up in Kolkata, in independent India, was Hazra's in
1977. A statue now stands at the spot where she
was killed in Tamluk. In 2002, as part of a series of
postage stamps commemorating sixty years of the
Quit India Movement and the formation of the
Tamluk National Government, the Department of
Posts of India issued a five rupee postage stamp
with Matangini Hazra's likeness. Hazra Road in
Kolkata is also named after her.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
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BADAL GUPTA

Danish Reza
Semester: 4

On 8™ December, 1930, the normal
activity at Writers' Building in Calcutta, the capital
during British rule, was suddenly disrupted by a
deafening roar as three young men in European
attire fired from their revolvers, killing Col. N.S.
Simpson, Inspector General of Prisons, Calcutta.
The three men were Badal Gupta, Benoy Basu and
Dinesh Gupta who became martyrs for the cause
of India’s freedom.

Badal Gupta, originally named Sudhir
Gupta, was born in 1912 in the village of Purba
Shimulia of Bikrampur in Dhaka district of
Bangladesh. Badal was instilled with a strong sense
of patriotism by Nikunja Sen, a teacher of the
Banaripara school of Bikrampur. Badal yearned to
join the Indian Independence movement. On
Nikunja Sen’s inspiration, Badal became a member
of the Bengal Volunteers, a group mobilised by
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1928, during
Calcutta session of the Indian National Congress,
which continued its activities even after the
session ended.

Badal Gupta was also influenced by the
revolutionary activities of his two paternal uncles,
Late Dharani Nath Gupta and Nagendra Nath
Gupta, who were both involved in the Alipore
Bombay case, and imprisoned along with Rishi
Aurobindo Ghosh.

The Bengal Volunteers aimed to liquidate
infamous British officers. The three comrades
Benoy Basu, Badal Gupta and Dinesh Gupta
decided to kill Col. N.S. Simpson as well as other
British officers to strike terror in the British official
circles by launching an attack on the Writers’
Building, the administrative centre at Calcutta, the
capital during British rule. Their immediate target
was Col. N.S. Simpson, the I.G of Prisons, Calcutta,
who was known for his brutal oppression of
political prisoners.

On the fateful day of December 8, 1930,
Badal Gupta along with Benoy Basu and Dinesh
Gupta entered the Writers’ Building, disguised as

Europeans. They soon shot Simpson dead. But the
British police sprang into action to catch the killers
and a brief gun battle ensued in the building.
During the shooting British officers like Twynam,
Prentice and Nelson were seriously injured.
However, the trio were overpowered, but they
refused to surrender. Badal Gupta immediately
consumed Potassium Cyanide and died. Benoy and
Dinesh shot themselves from their firearms. Benoy
died in a hospital on 13 December, 1930. Dinesh
survived but was hanged to death on 7 July, 1931.
Thus, three brave hearts Badal aged 18, Benoy 22
and Benoy 22 and Dinesh 19 achieved immortality.

The daring venture of the three youths
struck terror into the hearts of the British officers.
Many other revolutionary groups were inspired by
their bravery. In their honour, the Dalhousie
Square has been named Benoy-Badal-Dinesh
Bagh, which reminds us of their valour and
sacrifice.
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Surya Sen, popularly called Master Da,
was a mathematics teacher in a school in
Chittagong. Apart from other revolutionary
activities he is famous for the Chittagong armoury
raid where British arms were seized and an Indian
Flag was hoisted on the premises of the police
armoury. The British executioners broke all his
teeth, pulled out all his nails and broke all his limbs
and joints before hanging him.

Chittagong armoury raid and its aftermath:-

His major success in the anti - British revolutionary
violence was the Chittagong Armoury raid on April
18, 1930. Subsequently, he escaped to the
Jalalabad  Hills along with his fellow
revolutionaries. After the battle of Jalalabad with
the British troops on April 22nd, 1930, he escaped.
Surya Sen was constantly followed by the British
police and had to hide at the house of Savitri Devi,
a widow at Patia. A police and military force under
Captain Cameron surrounded the house on June
13th, 1932. Cameron was shot dead while
ascending the staircase and Surya Sen along with
Pritilata Waddader and Kalpana Dutta escaped
safely .

Surya Sen was always in hiding to evade arrest and
moved from one place to another. Sometimes he
used to take a job as a workman, a farmer, a
milkman, a priest, a house worker or even as a
pious Muslim. However, one of his accomplices,
Netra Sen, either because of greed for money or
out of jealousy or because of both, informed the
British that Surya Sen had taken shelter at his
house. As a result, the police came and captured
him in February, 1933. This is how India’s supreme
hero was arrested. But before Netra Sen was able
to get his reward of 10,000 / -, he was killed by
revolutionaries.

Netra Sen's wife was all for Surya Sen and she was
horrified by her husband's deed. She felt mortified
by her husband’s betrayal of Surya Sen.

One evening when she was serving food to her
husband, a great admirer of Surya Sen came into
the house. He was carrying a big knife which was
called a "Daa" and with one stroke of the “Daa”
chopped off the head of Netra Sen in the presence
of his wife. Then, slowly and steadily he went
away. While the police arrived to investigate, they
asked Netra Sen's wife if she had seen who the
murderer was. She said, "l saw with my own eyes
but my heart will not permit me to tell you his
name. | am sorry. | feel miserable that, | was the
wife of such a treacherous man, such an undivine
man as Netra Sen. My husband betrayed the great
son of Chittagong. My husband betrayed the great
son of Mother India. My husband cast a slur on
the face of India. Therefore, | cannot take the
name of the person who took his life. He has
definitely done the right thing. You can do
anything with me. You can punish me, you can
even kill me, but | shall never tell the story of the
person who killed my husband. Our “Masterda"
will be hanged | know, but his name will forever be
synonymous with India's immortal freedom cry.
Everyone loves him. | too love him and adore him,
for he is the greatest son in the firmament of
Chittagong". Tarakeshwar Dastidar, the new
president of Chittagong branch of the Jugantar
party, made a preparation to rescue Surya Sen
from the Chittagong Jail. But the plot was
unearthed and consequently frustrated.
Tarakeshwar and Kalpana Dutta along with others
were arrested. Special tribunals tried Surya Sen,
Tarakeshwar Dastidar and Kalpana Dutta in 1933.
Surya Sen and Tarakeshwar Dastidar were hanged
by the British rulers on January 12th, 1934. Before
the death sentence was carried out Surya Sen was
brutally tortured. It was reported that the British
executioners broke all his teeth with hammer and
plucked all nails and broke all limbs and joints. He
was dragged to the rope unconscious. After his
death, his dead body was not given any funeral.
The prison authority, it was found later, put his
dead body in a metallic cage and dumped into the
Bay of Bengal




Surya Sen was the unsung braveheart whose spirit
even shattered bones failed to break. In his last
letter to his comrades before his execution, Sen
wrote on January 11th, 1934: "Death is knocking at
my door. My mind is flying away towards eternity
... At such a pleasant, at such a grave, at such a
solemn moment, what shall | leave behind you?
Only one thing, that is my dream, a golden dream -
the dream of Free India .... Never forget the 18th
of April, 1930, the day of the eastern Rebellion in
Chittagong ... Write in red letters in the core of
your hearts the names of the patriots who have
sacrificed their lives at the altar of India's freedom.

To his fellow freedom fighter Sen wrote:"A
dedicated band of youth must show the path of
organized armed struggle in place of individual
terrorism. Most of us will have to die in the
process but our sacrifice for such a noble cause
will not go in vain. "
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