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ABOUT OUR DEPARTMENT

The Department of History of Surendranath College has been a part of
the institution since 1884, when the college was established. The Department
is housed on the 1° floor of the main building in the main staff room. The
department runs an Undergraduate course that tries to foster the all-round
development of its students with all sincerity, devotion and dedication. To
create interest among the students and to make the learning attractive and
participative, they are encouraged to actively take part in student seminars,
debates on various topics as well as question-answer sessions. To create
interest among the students for the subject the practice of taking them to
museums and archaeological sites has been introduced. Since last year
because of the pandemic, the History Department has been functioning in the
virtual mode and has been trying to maintain close contact with the students
during this period . We have organized national webinars, students’ webinars,
and virtual historical tours in this pandemic period.
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Education is not the mere collection of
information that remains undigested all through
one’s life,... rather education is an assimilation of
man-making, life-giving and character-building
ideas. It is the duty of a teacher to provide the space
for the students to realize their noble aims. | am happy to know that th
Department of History is publishing the 2nd issue of their e-magazine"
‘Chronicles of the Past’, which will increase the ability of the students to think
and write independently.
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Moreover, the topic of the 2nd issue is very interesting, “Women in the
freedom movement in India”. Despite their various contributions to the
freedom movement in India, their voice is often lost among many other voices
or amidst the dominant masculine voice. So, we have to search for this
suppressed voice.

| congratulate all the faculty members of team History. | also
congratulate the editorial board for their tireless efforts in bringing out this
beautiful publication. | also extend my blessings to the students who have
‘contributed their writing to this issue with their writings.

Happy reading to all.

~ IndranilKar
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I am delighted to learn that the Department
. of History, Surendranath College has come up with
77?,4 ) the 2nd issue of their e-magazine ‘CHRONICLES OF

o« THE PAST'.
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The theme of this issue is Role of ‘Women in
the Freedom Movement in India’, which really is a
neglected and under explored sector. | strongly believe cultivating this
unilluminated aspect of Indian History is definitely going to encourage, enrich
and empower all the students.

My sincere congratulations are due to all the faculty members and
students of the department for this useful publication. Hope this issue will
enable all the students to give and get a little more of learning and would be
able to satisfy the general readers as well, just like its previous issue.

Happy reading to all.

All the best.
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Education helps the blossoming of

students’ talent. For nurturing talent, apart from
imparting bookish knowledge, students need to
be encouraged to participate in sports, debates

and cultural and literary activities. With this end
in view, the History Department of Surendranath College has

encouraged the students to publish the 2nd issue of their e-magazine,
‘Chronicles of the Past’. It highlights the Indian freedom struggle and is
titled ‘Women in the freedom movement in India’.

As the Head of the Department of History, | would like to
convey my thanks and gratitude to Sri Diptangsu Gangopadhyay,
President of the Governing Body of Surendranath College, Dr. Indranil
Kar, Principal and Dr. Suchandra Chattarjee, IQAC Coordinator, without
whose active encouragement the e-magazine would not have
materialized. | am also thankful to my departmental colleagues as their
dedication and hard work was the guiding force behind the e-
magazine. But students deserve the maximum praise for their
enthusiastic participation in giving shape to the e-magazine. It is also
noteworthy that the technical aspects behind this publication were
entirely taken care of by the female students. Lastly, | wish that the
readers would send their critical appreciation on this issue which
would encourage those who had worked for its success.

Thanks to all.
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FROM THE DESK OF EDITOR

T
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- ) At the very outset, | must admit my not very
l eartening experience as the editor of this E-magazine.
/f, The world of education seems to be shrinking in a way.
fhanks to the internet,a massive volume of information

7
% ,;::has been made readily available, the effect of which is
;.;; lected in the writings of the students in general. It is questionable to what ext
{7the purpose of publishing our E-magazine has been fulfilled. We must wean our{i®

‘ students away from the habit of copy-pasting from the web, or else they would
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" move far away from getting the true benefits of education.
However, | must mention here that most of the students have mustered the

courage to provide literary contribution to a magazine for the first time. Hence
literary and grammatical errors have been unavoidable. | humbly seek my readers’
forgiveness. In this context it would be pertinent to thank four of our students
Dishari Bhattacharjee, Payal Bairagi, Arpita Bairagi and Sayanti Laha for their
technical expertise and unflinching cooperation behind the publication of this
E-magazine.
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Ujjal Biswas
01.10.2021
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THE UNSUNG HERO OF THE FIRST WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE : YIRANGINI UDA DEVI

-Dishari Bhattacharjee, Semester 4

When the first war of
independence of 1857
is brought up, in either
historical reminiscence
or discourse
exchange, the.name of
the woman warrior
thrown up most is Rani
Lakshmibai of
Jhansi. But leaders like
Uda Devi, whose
contributions to the resistance remain unparalleled, deserve equal
space, celebration and recognition in both history and public
consciousness. Hence, it is the time to gratefully remember the struggle
and patriotic fervour of hundreds of unknown Indians who had made
invaluable sacrifices during the freedom movement.

UDA DEVI
WOMEN FREEDOM FIGHTER

They belonged to obscure communities of remote villages but still had a
common dream of unshackling India from colonial rule. They had played
a critical role in the fight against atrocities and injustices of the British.
Their sense of India is a resounding response to those who consider
that we owe the very idea of India to the Britishers. In this context, it is
worth mentioning the audacious feat of Uda Devi, who acted as a sniper.
She had led the women’s battalion of Oudh’s army in the fierce battle of
Sikandar Bagh in Lucknow during India’s first war of independence in
1857.

Hailing from a small village in Awadh, Uttar Pradesh Uda Devi was
moved to action with the growing unrest of the 1850s. Hence, she
reached out to Begum Hazrat Mahal to enlist for the war against
the British administration after Indian people were furious against
the said admin. In order to prepare for the battle that was headed
their way, Begum helped her form a women’s battalion under her
command. Uda Devi and her Dalit sisters were the warriors or




‘Veeranginis’ of the 1857 Indian Rebellion against the British East India
Company.

Armed with courage, ammunition and an army of women behind her, Uda
Devi led her battalion into the Battle of Sikandar Bagh in 1857. This
particular battle was considered to be one of the most significant and
“fiercest” in Lucknow during the revolt. Uda Devi fought valiantly and it is
opined that she became more ferocious in the aftermath of her husband
and army soldier Makka Pasi’s death in the war.

BEGUM HAZRAT MAHAL

In November, 1857 when ‘Second relief of Lucknow,” was undertaken
by General Campbell’s highlight regiment in Sikandar Bagh palace, the
British forces met desperate resistance from rebels who had fortified the
position. It was Uda Devi who asked her troops to attack the advancing
British army from different directions. It is said that she herself climbed
upon a tree with pistols in both her hands and enough ammunition.
Dressed as a male soldier, she camouflaged herself behind the
thick leaves and is believed to have shot at British soldiers passing under
the tree. There are varying reports on how many Britishers she had killed
with some estimates suggesting that she killed more than 30 British
soldiers.

After the British overran Sikandar Bagh, an officer noted that many of the
British casualties had bullet wounds indicating a steep, downward
trajectory. Suspecting that a sniper remained hidden in a nearby pipal
tree, British officers fired at the tree and dislodged a rebel who fell to the
ground with a thud, dead. When her body was recovered, Britishers were
surprised that it was a woman dressed as a man with pistols in both
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hands.Today Uda Devi is an inspiration to women from non-dominant
castes. In fact, till date, the Passi community in Pilibhit region
commemorates her Martyrdom Day on 16th November every year
with folk songs describing her valour and supreme sacrifice. November
16 is marked as her death anniversary, a day for hailing and remembering
Uda Devi’s resistance to both oppression and patriarchy. A statue of Uda
Devi stands tall at Sikandar Bagh in Lucknow, where the warrior
icon looks upon the city with a stance and weapon ready to engage in
combat.

A crucial feature of the great uprising was the participation. Women not
only from royal and noble backgrounds but also from vulnerable
communities played important roles and Uda Devi was one of those
valour warriors. It has been over a century since she was martyred. Yet,
the memory of Uda Devi's sacrifice is kept alive by Dalit communities who
cherish her as a model of fearless Dalit womanhood.

Bibliography:

« Reddy Subramanium Devireddy, Uprising of 1857: A Movement
That Defined India Of August 15, 1947, Serials Publication, 2012
edition.
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SAVITRIBAI PHULE : & PIONEER IN WOMEN’S
EDUCATION IN INDI&

-By Payal Bairagi, Semester 4

Savitribai Phule was an Indian social reformer,
educationalist, and poet from Maharashtra. She is regarded as the
first female teacher of India. Along with her husband, Jyoti Rao
Phule, she played an important and vital role in improving women's
rights in India. She is regarded as the mother of Indian feminism. Phule
and her husband founded one of the first Indian girls' schools in Pune, at
Bhide Wada in 1848. She worked to abolish the discrimination and unfair
treatment of people based on caste and gender. She is regarded as an
important figure of the social reform movement in Maharashtra. She
fought against the orthodox norms of society during British rule. She
overcame all resistance and brought about social reform in Maharashtra.
She was born on January 3, 1831, in Naigaon district of Maharashtra, she
was married to Jyoti Rao Phule at the age of 9. It was her husband who
taught her to read and write. She trained at Ahmednagar's Ms Farrar's
Institution and later at Ms Mitchell's school in Pune, and became the first
woman teacher.

In 1848, she along with her husband founded India’s first
school for women at Bhide Wada in Pune. The school had eight girl
students who belonged to different castes. The sole motive to establish a
school was to empower women through education in the 19th century. In
those times, education for girls was considered a taboo and Savitribai was
no stranger to harassment from the orthodox men in the society. It is
believed that she carried two sarees while travelling to the school as
people would throw mud at her. She later built 18 such schools in the
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region. On March 10 this year, more than 3,000 women marched on the
streets in Nagpur to mark the 120th death anniversary of Savitribai Phule.
The march was being undertaken by the activists as part of their fight
against casteism and religious patriarchy. During her lifetime, Phule stood
for the rights of marginalised and fought against caste-based
discrimination. In 1863, she set up a home for the prevention of infanticide
and to prevent the killing of widows. Phule actively campaigned against
child marriage, Sati tradition and oppression of women. Renowned
filmmaker Shyam Bengal chronicled the contributions of Jyoti Rao and
Savitribai Phule in his critically acclaimed soap Bharat Ek Khoj. Savitri and
her adopted son Yashwantrao set up a clinic to treat those affected by the
bubonic plague that spread in Pune in 1897. While taking care of the
patients, she was infected with the disease and died while serving at the
hospital on March 10 that year.

Savitribai Phule is often revered as one of the most iconic social
reformers who fought for equality. In 1998, the Indian government issued
a stamp as a tribute to the activist. Add to this, the University of Pune was
renamed as Savitribai Phule Pune University in her honour.

SAVITRI PHULE WITH HER HUSBAND JYOTIBA PHULE

Bibliography-
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BINA DAS : THE TIGRESS OF BENGAL

- Rinki Sarkar, BA General

When Sarat Chandra
Chattopadhyay had written

the novel titled "Pather

Dabi" in 1926, the first
edition was reportedly sold
out within 7  days.
Subsequently, the book
was banned by the British
government.

However, a young girl who was supposed to write her matric examination
from Bethune school, had got hold of a copy of that banned book. Instead
of preparing for the exams she finished reading it. This, in turn, had
affected her preparations. Problems cropped up on the day of her English
examination. The students were asked to scribe about their favourite
novel. This girl, Bina Das, who used to stand first in class, wrote an essay
on "Pather Dabi". When the results were declared , it was found that her
marks in this paper were not flattering enough. It did not take her long to
understand that her essay had not been evaluated properly. That was the
time when Bina Das vowed to give back a lot to her country once she grew
older. According to Sibsankar Ghosh, a researcher on the Indian freedom

movement, the marks that she had lost in this examination was her "First
Offering To Her Country.”

Bina Das was a great woman freedom fighter in India. She was born on
24th August, 1911, in Krishnanagar, a province of Bengal in British India.
She was a daughter of a well known Brahmo teacher, Beni Madhab Das.
Her mother Sarala Devi was a social worker. Her elder sister Kalyani Das
was also a freedom fighter. A member of "Chhatri Sangha", a semi
revolutionary organization for women in Kolkata, Bina Das
first actively participated in India's freedom movement on 6th February
1932.

On that fateful day she had gone to the convocation hall of the University
of Calcutta to receive her graduation degree. But there she tried to
assassinate the Bengal Governor, Stanley Jackson. In the convocation
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hall of the University of Calcutta, she fired 5 bullets from a revolver. The
weapon had been supplied to her by another freedom fighter, Kamala
Dasgupta. She fired 5 shots but failed to harm the Governor. She was
only 21 and did not get the time to train to handle a revolver. She was
sentenced to 9 years of rigorous imprisonment; she did not divulge the
name of the person who had supplied the revolver to her.

range at Sir  Stasley Jackses,
Goversor of Beogal, while Be was
sddresing the Coovecstion of the
Usniversity oa Saturday.

The Governor, whe was wmel
lnjured, owed hs escape to biy own
marvelloss coolsess sod to the fact
that the Vice-Chancellor of the
Usiversity promptly grappled with
the asmaiast .

L\

THE GLASGOW HERALD PUBLICATION ON BINA DAS’S SHOOTING

After her early release in 1939, she joined the congress party. In 1942,
she participated in the Quit India movement and was imprisoned again
from 1942 to 1945. During 1946-1947, she was a member of the Bengal
provincial legislative assembly and from 1947 to 1951 of the West Bengal
legislative assembly.

Her sister Kalyani edited a book called "Bengal Speaks." It was published

in 1944, and dedicated to Bina Das. Bina's friend Suhasinu Ganguly was
also a freedom fighter. In 1960, Bina Das was awarded the Padma Shri
for her social work.
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Tl 2 (1879-1949)

-Thithima Poddar,6th semester
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DURGABAI DESHMUKH : THE IRON LADY

- By Arpita Bairagi, Sem-4

» Popularly known as

'Iron Lady’, Durgabai

Deshmukh was an

energetic and

enlivened spirit. A

™ firebrand freedom

fighter, a dedicated

social worker and an

 adept lawyer, she had

the potential of turning

on her magic at the wink of an eye whenever she felt that people

and the country needed her. There is no question that Durgabai

Deshmukh remains one of India’'s most dynamic freedom

fighters, a defender of social welfare and champion of women’s

rights. Married off at the age of eight to a wealthy zamindar, she

had courage and wherewithal to successfully negotiate the terms

of her withdrawal from that marriage at age 15 before the couple

could consummate it; a decision supported by her father and

brother. In ending her own child marriage, Durgabai set the tone

for a life that would take her through the freedom struggle,

drafting of the Indian Constitution, and a dogged battle for

women’s emancipation. Durgabai was born on 15th July 1909,

in Rajahmundry, Kakinada. She was involved in the Indian

freedom movement from a very young age at 12, she quit school

to protest the imposition of English as the medium of education.

At the age of 14, she volunteered at a conference held by the

Indian National Congress in Kakinada. She later started the

Balika Hindi Pathshala in Rajahmundry to promote Hindi
education for girls.




When the Indian National Congress had its conference in her
hometown of Kakinada in 1923, she was a volunteer and placed
in charge of the Khadi exhibition that was running side by side.
Her responsibility was to ensure that visitors without tickets didn't
enter. She fulfilled the responsibility given to her honestly and
even forbade Jawaharlal Nehru from entering. When the
organisers of the exhibition saw what she did and angrily chided
her, she replied that she was only following instructions. She
allowed Nehru in only after the organisers bought a ticket for him.
Nehru praised the girl for the courage with which she did her
duty.

DURGABAI DESHMUKH ALONG WITH PANDIT NEHRU.

She was a follower of Mahatma Gandhi in India's struggle for
freedom from the British Raj. She was a satyagrahi. She was a
prominent social reformer who participated in Gandhi led Salt
Satyagraha activities during the Civil Disobedience Movement.
She was instrumental in organising women satyagrahis in the
movement. This led to British Raj authorities imprisoning her
three times between 1930 and 1933.




After her release from prison, Durgabai continued her studies.
She finished her B.A and her M.A in political science in the 1930s
from Andhra University. She went on to obtain her law degree
from Madras University in 1942, and started practicing as an
advocate in Madras High Court. Durgabai was a member of the
Constituent Assembly of India. She was the only woman in the
panel of Chairmen in the Constituent Assembly. She was
instrumental in the enactment of many social welfare laws. She
failed to get elected to Parliament in 1952, and was later
nominated to be a member of the Planning Commission. In that
role, she mustered support for a national policy on social welfare.
The policy resulted in the establishment of a Central Social
Welfare Board in 1953. As the Board's first chairperson, she
mobilized a large number of voluntary organizations to carry out
its programs, which were aimed at education, training, and
rehabilitation of needy women, children, and the handicapped.

=
The indian P

CHAIRMAN OF THE CENTRAL SOCIAL WELFARE BOARD,
DURGABAI DESHMUKH ADDRESSING MEMBERS IN THE
PLANNING COMMISSION OFFICE, 1953.

She was the first to emphasise the need to set up separate
Family Courts after studying the same during her visit to China
in 1953. The Family Courts Act was enacted in 1984. She was
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then elected to the Constituent Assembly from Madras Province.
She was the only woman in the panel of Chairmen in the
Constituent Assembly. Durgabai was also the first chairperson
of the National Council on Women’s Education established by
the Government of India in 1958. Under her the committee made
many recommendations like the provision of free primary
education to girls, reservation of seats in various services and
programmes of adult education. In 1963, Durgabai was awarded
by UNESCO for her work in the field of literacy and in 1975, the
Government of India honoured her by conferring upon her the
Padma Vibhushan. Deshmukh, who was an example of women
empowerment, married again at age of 44 to Chintan Deshmukh,

the inspiration behind the title of her autobiography ‘Chintaman

and I'. Her husband was the first Indian to be the governor of
the Reserve bank of India.

Deshmukh died on May 9, 1981. Throughout her life, she fought
for women rights but unlike other activists, she did emancipate
herself from all the miseries and then marched further to change
the lives of lakhs of women in India and made their lives worth
living with dignity and self-respect.
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HAZRA: THE OLD LADY

- Nisha Sarma, 4th semester

Matangini Hazra was a great
revolutionary from Bengal who was
affectionately called Gandhi buri, Bengali
for old lady Gandhi. Not much is known
about her early life apart from that she
was born in the small village of Hogla
near Tamluk in 1869. Her parents were
Thakurdas Maity and Bhagabati Maity
who were very poor peasants. So
Matangini could not receive a formal
= education. She was married off early at
the age of 12 to Trilochan Hazra who was already 60 then, but became a
widow at the age of 18, without any offspring. She began to work for social
causes but was soon influenced by Mahatma Gandhi’s beliefs and in
1905 she was drawn towards the Indian independence movement.

A notable feature of the freedom movement in Midnapore was the unique
roles played by women through their active participation. In 1930, she took
part in the Civil Disobedience Movement. She was arrested for taking part
in the Salt March and breaking the Salt Act. Though she was 61, her
vehement protests for the abolition of the tax as well as her anti-British
activities led to several short stints in prison. During this time, her
acquaintance with several other jailed women revolutionaries led her to
become an active member of the Indian National Congress and took to
spinning her own Khadi.

In 1933, she attended the sub divisional Congress conference at
Serampore and was injured in the ensuing baton charge by the police.
As part of the Quit_India Movement, members of the Congress planned to
take over the various police stations of Medinipur district and other
government offices. This was to be a step in overthrowing the British
government in the district and establishing an independent Indian state.
Hazra, who was 72 years at the time, led a procession of six thousand
supporters, mostly women volunteers, with the purpose of taking over the
Tamluk police station. When the procession reached the outskirts of the
town, they were ordered to disband under Section 144 of the Indian Penal
Code by the Crown police. As she stepped forward, Hazra was shot once.
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Apparently, she had stepped forward and appealed to the police not
to open fire at the crowd.

The Biplabi newspaper of the parallel Tamluk National Government
commented:

"Matangini led one procession from the north of the criminal court
building; even after the firing commenced, she continued to advance
with the tricolour flag, leaving all the volunteers behind. The police

shot her three times. She continued marching despite wounds to the
forehead and both hands. As she was repeatedly shot, she kept
chanting Vande Mataram till she collapsed and died with the flag of
the Indian National Congress held high and still flying."

The country for whose freedom Matangini Hazra became a martyr has not
forgotten her. The place of her killing by the British in Tamluk is marked
by a commemorative plaque.Schools,areas and streets including the long
Hazra Road in Kolkata have been named after her. Her statue in the
Kolkata Maidan is a fitting reminder of her contribution to the freedom
struggle.
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ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE INDIAN FREEDOM
STRUGGLE

-Sarika Khatun, 4th semester

In the pre-independence period, women in India had to lead a highly
deprived and subjugated life. The major cause for this was the prevalence
of male dominance. The Indian women mainly had to perform household
chores and they were not allowed to participate in other tasks and
activities outside their homes. They had no means to give vent to their
sufferings, frustrations or express their viewpoints. During this period,
numerous evil social systems existed which had adverse effects upon
women. These include child marriage, no widow remarriage, female
foeticide, female infanticide , purdah system, sati and polygamy . During
the reign of the East India Company, many social reformers like Raja
Rammohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Jyotiba Phule and others
had to face innumerable challenges and vehement opposition when they
attempted to bring about changes for the emancipation of women in the
Indian society. However, during this period there were many ladies who
mastered fighting skills and acquired fame as warriors. Rani Lakshmi Bai
of Jhansi fought bravely against the British during the Sepoy Mutiny of
1857. Female patrticipation in armed struggle began as early as 1817
when Bhima Bai Holkar fought against and defeated the British in guerrilla
warfare. Madam Bhikaji Cama was the first Indian female socialist who
relentlessly carried on seditionist activities against the British, from outside
India, and vehemently advocated gender equality.

There is no doubt that women participated in the Indian anti-
Imperialist struggle in large numbers. If we were to recall the names of
women leaders in our national movement, we will find that the list is a very
long one. Staring with Sarojini Naidu, Rani Laxmi Bai, Vijayalakshmi
Pandit, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay and Mridula Sarabhai at the national
level, we may go on to provincial level leaders like Annie Mascarene and
A.V. Kuttimalu Amma in Kerala , Durgabai Deshmukh in Madras
presidency, Rameshwari Nehru and Bi Amman in U.P., Satyawati Devi
amd Subhadra Joshi in Delhi, Hasna Mehta and Usha Mehta in Bombay
and several others. In fact, such is the nature of our nationalist movement
that it is very difficult to distinguish between regional level and all-India
level leaders. Many women began at the local level and went on to
become players in the nationalist centre stage.




It is a very difficult task to list out all women freedom fighters and equally
difficult to segregate a few amongst them.

Sarojni Naidu: She emerged as a prominent Nationalist around 1917 .
She wasthe second woman to become the president of INC in 1925.
She joined the national movement during the protest against the
partition of Bengal in 1905. During salt satyagraha she was one of the
women protesters at the Dharasana salt work. She played a
leading role during Civil disobedience and was jailed in 1942. She
was arrested during the 'Quit India Movement'. She travelled across
India and delivered lectures on women's empowerment and
nationalism. She was also closely associated with the formation of the
Women's Indian Association .

« Rani Laxmi Bai: Indian history has not yet witnessed a female
warrior as brave and powerful as Rani Laxmi Bai. She is a glorious
example of patriotism and national pride. She is an inspiration and
an admiration for a lot of people. Her name is thus written in golden
letters in the history of India.

Kamaladevi chattopadhyay: In 1930's she participated in salt
satyagraha. She promoted handicrafts, handloom. The Government
of India conferred on her the Padma Bhushan in 1955 and Padma
vibhushan in 1987.

Annie Basant: She became the first woman president of the Indian
national congress in 1917. Her associate Margaret Cousins drafted

the Indian women's voting rights bill and launched the “Women's
Indian Association” .

Vijayalakshmi pandit: Mrs. Pandit was jailed for her nationalistic
activities thrice in 1932 , 1940 and 1942, During the Salt satyagraha
she led procession and picketed the liquor and foreign cloth selling
shop along with her sister and her baby daughter. She has fought
many battles and broken many barriers for the women in India.




Basanti Das: She was an Indian independence activist during the
British rule in India. She took an active part in various political and
social movements. She herself took active part in freedom activities
and was arrested during the non-cooperation movement.
She received Padma vibhushan in 1974.

Durgabai Deshmukh: she was imprisoned for three years for
participating in the salt satyagraha. During this satyagraha when
leaders like Rajaji and T. Prakasam in the south were busy in
organising other facts of the movement, it was Durgabai who led a
group of salt law breakers to marina bear al madras.

Kamla Das Gupta: she has been a brilliant luminary among the
Indian women freedom fighters. She belongs to the militant section
and was an active member of the 'jugantar party' In 1942, she
was arrested in connection with the Quit India Movement and lodged
in the precedence jail.

Mridula Sarabai : During partition she fought at great personal risk
to save girls abducted by mobs and to prevent refugees, both Hindu
and Muslim from being hurt or killed. In 1934 she was elected to the
all India congress committee as a delegate from Gujarat.

India’s Struggle for Independence: 1857-1947

Men of honor had a significant role to play in the freedom struggle.
However, surprisingly women too led from the front and emerged as game
changers in the quest for independence.

1857 Revolt

However, the 1857 Revolt saw many stalwart women participants in the
freedom struggle that have gone down as legends in the history of Indian
Independence. Rani Lakshmi Bai dressed up as a man and fought
alongside her battalion bravely against the British army. Begum Hazrat
Mahal refused to be bogged down by the Doctrine of Lapse and reclaimed
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Awadh from the British as well as reinstated her young son as King.
However after the fall of Lucknow she had to flee to Nepal. Rani Avantibai
Lodhi of Ramgarh, Rani Tace Bai, Rani Jindan Kaur, Jhalkaribai and Uda
Devi are other historical women who fought against the British army during
the revolt. Besides their strength and courage in battles against the British
armies, notable Indian women also paved the way for social change.
Savitri Bai Phule, the first female teacher in a first women school also
opened a school for the untouchables and worked tirelessly for women
rights. Helping her was Tarabai Shinde known for her published work Stri
Purush Tulana considered as one of the first modern Indian feminist
perspectives.

Rani Laxmi Bai in 1857 Revolt

Early 19th century

The early 19th century saw the freedom struggle take full swing and
women from across all castes and classes took the baton of being equally
responsible and dedicated to the national cause. Where men of stature,
such as Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru, Subhash Chandra Bose and
Chandrasekhar Azad were leaders in their own right, women stalwarts too
matched them step to step.

The First War of Independence (1857-58): Even though the British
succeeded in crushing it within a year, it was certainly a popular revolt in
which the Indian rulers, the masses and the militia participated so
enthusiastically. Rani Lakshmibai was the great heroine of the First war
of Indian Freedom. She was the embodiment of patriotism, self-respect
and heroism. She was the queen of a small state, but the empress of a
limitless empire of glory.




Civil'Disobedience and the Dandi Salt March (1930): Women started
their march on the road to liberty by breaking salt laws, forest laws, taking

out “prabhat pheris”, processions, picketing schools, colleges,
legislative councils and clubs. Sarojini Naidu was specially nominated by
Gandhiji to initiate raids upon Dharasana Salt Works in May 1930. During
the movement, Kamla Devi addressed meetings, prepared salt and
picketed foreign cloth and liqguor shops. Nari Satyagraha Committee,
Mahila Rashtriya Sangha, and Ladies Picketing Board played
important roles during the period.

Revolutionary Activities: The organization of the revolutionaries
was very active in Dhaka, Comilla and Chittagong and young college girls
came into its fold. The famous group of the women revolutionaries
consisted of Shanti Ghose and Suniti Choudhury, Bina Das, Kalpana
Dutta and Preetilata Waddedar.

WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN A PROCESSION OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT




The Quit India Movement (1942): The Quit India resolution,
taken against the British, directly addressed women "as disciplined
soldiers of Indian freedom", required to sustain the flame of war. Usha
Mehta, a committed patriot, set up a radio transmitter, called The "Voice
of Freedom" to disseminate the "mantra" of freedom-war. News of
protest and arrests, deeds of young nationalists, and Gandhi’s famous
"Do or Die" message for the Quit India movement were circulated

amongst the masses. Usha Mehta and her brother persisted with their
task of broadcasting until their arrest.

Conclusion:

Women shouldered critical responsibilities in India’s struggle for freedom.
They held public meetings, organized picketing of shops selling foreign
alcohol and articles, sold Khadi and actively participated in National
Movements. They bravely faced the baton of the police and went to jail.
Hundreds and thousands of Indian women dedicated their lives for

obtaining freedom for their motherland.
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